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Abstract 

The literature on quality of life has failed to provide a general synthesis. Empirical 

research attempts to measure life-quality and anything thought to influence it, often without a 

theoretical foundation. In contrast, theoretical work, and classical sociology in particular, tends 

to search for general processes that determine life-quality. In other words, it attempts to define 
conceptually what should be measured and why. This is the approach I pursue. 

The thesis reexamines the essential social determinants of life-quality. I develop a 

model that recognises the importance of both subjective and objective phenomena. It is based 

on the satisfaction of needs by appropriate goals and means. The subjective life-quality 

determinants that I have selected are health, quality of relationships and material well-being. 

The objective structural determinants are group size, self-sufficiency, concentration of power, 
technology, the division of labour, and education. 

The model contrasts two types of social formation, namely, mainstream and alternative. 

Mainstream society is based on the value of maximising material wealth. Alternative society is 

based on maximising life-quality which means optimising health, the quality of relationships 

and material well-being. Mainstream society has large groups, low levels of self-sufficiency, a 

high concentration of power, large scale, specialised, and capital intensive technology, a high 

division of labour, and education that is specialised, formal and centralised. In alternative 

society groups are smaller, higher in self-sufficiency, the concentration of power is lower, 

technology is less capital intensive, less specialised and smaller in scale, the division of labour 

is lower and education is less specialised, less formal and less centralised. 

I argue that each of the objective structural determinants stands in a curvilinear 
relationship with life-quality. 

The major conclusion is that to improve life-quality it is necessary to devalue the 
mainstream interest in material wealth and to value more highly health and the quality of 
relationships. I argue that there is no a priori formulation of the structural features that will 

produce 'the good life' for all people. Because of this, I advocate trial and error with values 

that maximise of life-quality, and with the structural determinants that facilitate their pursuit. 



GROUP QUESTIONNAIRE 

Group name 
Group number 

cpIvo 

Department of Sociology 
University of New England 

Armidale, N.S.W. 2351 

This survey of alternative groups is to be used as part of a Ph.D thesis in Sociology 
dealing with the topics; quality of life and the alternative movement The work is being 
undertaken at the University of New England, Annidale. To my knowledge there has been 
no other research in Australia combining the two topics mentioned above. I am aware of only 
one somewhat similar project carried out overseas. 

I am convinced that research into alternative, or different, lifestyles is warranted -- the 
more so in view of current increasing.concern over environmental and social consequences 
of conventional development and lifestyles. 

There are various kinds of groups which are or have been referred to as alternative.They 
include communes, co-operatives and communities. They may be religious, secular, 	 -- -- -. 

political, rural, urban. In the questionnaires the word groun is used to include all kinds of 
collectivities. The aim of this study is to compare and contrast significant similarities and 
differences in as many rural groups as resources permit. 

I have tried to keep the questionnaires as short as possible, without omitting questions 
which seem significant. Input from other researchers and alternative lifestyle participants has 
been used. 

Given the diversity of interests, organization, and lifestyles evident in what has been 
called the alternative movement, it is difficult to do justice to them all in preset 
questionnaires. So if you consider something significant is missing; not to the point, 
irrelevant, or would like to add any comments on any of the questions please note down 
your thoughts in the space provided. 

I would also like to talk to as many people as possible, and go into more depth on some 
of the questions and any other issues you think should be covered. 

Help given to date by people from a variety of groups has been very much 
appreciated.Your continuing cooperation is essential if this method of enquiry is to be useful. 

All information will be treated in confidence. 

Yours sincerely, 
,44 

Dave McPheat 



code 

Phone Number_________________________ 

2) Who was responsible for the establishment of the 
group? Please tick in all boxes which apply. 

-. 

If other, please specify  

STA4cco P45 	 9 

3) Year (write information in the boxes) 
SGP FPRI.4 
- CP 

- o,Iqes 

shares_held by_members  
existing members 
resident shareholders 
resident members 
visitors 
individuals who have left the group 
since joining  
individuals who have left the group 
in the last 6 months  
individuals who have left the group 
in the last 12 months  
shares purchased and subsequently sold 
shares resold in the last 12 months  
occupied dwellings (households)  
families  

4) Number of 
,_4'O 2h'4.'j 

.-wO 6(5fl 

ecs Snfl<ff 

"fe-f 

.-vtsgr 

,vt' AE'Qvd 

vEt 

6 ,qvE, 2 

..&N SaL IQ 

.2cc pwai. 
'fl-i 

I' -  1k 

('3-2 

-2 LI 

'S -27 
.30 

;q- 

Ito 

t 3-tic 

6 	1' 

individual member  
group of intending members 
commercial developer  
private entrepreneur  
planning consultant  
other 

-3 

LI. 
S 

7 

group was formed 
group purchased land 
first member/members 
took up residence 

- I 3 

I 

privately owned by individuals 
CoMtti owr_______________________ communally owned 

one person owns all the land 
other 

(0 3. 
i 
'or 
104, 

fiPP ôt'y  buyer to be approved by group 
sale price to be approved by &roup 

srntg  other 

11.1) If no, what restrictions must be met? 

single adults without children  
sinttle adults with child/children 
in couples without child  
in couples wi th  child/children 
in other living arrangements  

0 - 7 

7'•_ 7 

/1 	 1 

1) Secretary's/Contacts 	 6) Distance to nearest shopping town/village where you 
can buy necessities? 

_______ kiometres fr o - 
Address 

D,ter A-j 
	 miles 	c 3- £ 

Distance to town where group members do most of 
their shopping? 

J'jv S -r t-< 	_______ kilometres 

miles 
D,vs rm 

Do you have a plan for maximum number of members? 
Please circle the appropriate number. 

Pznw ..14,e 
8.1) If yes, how many 9  ..................... 	q3 - q. 

8.2) 'What, if any, rules were/are involved in determining 
this limit? 
COv* pea '31' 

q7 
&PSOC 

If other, please specify  

Type of property ownership (e.g. co-operative, 
company, trust, etc.) 	 (0/ 

Al  

What kind of ownership applies to house and house 
block?_., 

ØGtiV ô ILIAt 

onE Owt.r 
o rwta 

If other, please specify____________________________ 

e4-2Owc0fl 	 pI C 

Are members free to sell their house and land at the 
going market price to any buyer? 

Yes ---------------------1 
N 	 2 '  0 ...................... 

council regulations 
group environmental policies 
group social policies 
other - 

5) Of those who normally live on the property (excluding 
visitors), what number are: 
flflflc S 

CM t' LP 

'/ot' rN 
- 

,- 6 

women (18 and older) 
pen (18 and older)  

children (0-11 years) _____ 
youths (12-17 years)  

5.1) Of the above how many are: 
S/AIAIOCU 

SiN CH 

covs°N° CM 

co_C H 

--! 
/ I 0 

If other, please specify  

iVZnREff--X 9ejL4 COb IC 

12) What is the area of the property? 
	 ) 

/?Aes) 	(In 

	

i9'Cia ftC 
	 acres 

5.2) If in other living arrangements, please describe them in 
tIle space provided for comments, and refer to question 5.2. 

r1LivC0DC 2'? - 



18.1) If yes, how much income (administered at the 
group level) did the group earn last year from the 
commertial production of any of the following: 

2 

C 

182) How many members take part in the above production 

0C Il 

ud 6 

6S9F 

CtoP 
C- 

r it 
t?R TCGP C 
.Q&',T Ac. 
46fi/r 64 
,9gisr 

I 	--/ 
o rita 

b- 
,C. -' 

7Z 

o. 

I- 

1)0 

If other, please specify 

oifZ 	f/v('OcoT,g 

orchards $ 	 '2 
vegetables $ 
dairy $ 	 ci 
beef $ 	L, 

monoculturd cropping $ 	'- 

animal breeding $ 
cut flowers $ 
tree production $ 	 '7 
artsandcnfts $ 
rent from accommodation $ 	.< 
rent from equipment hire $ 	 -0 
agistment  

other sources $ 	 /7 

council regulations 
group hamlet plan - 

restricted areas due to landscape constraints - 
bush fire policy — 

distance from creeks (in regard to effluent 
disposal) - 

access to roads 
minimum distance between neighbours - 
other 

15.1) if yes, which, if any, of the following apply to the 
siting of houses? 	 - 

, $4t 

P471 
4d9 MS (Ai 

ACC 
Iqo, PS 

fiG MS 

C/THU 

'74 

2 't 

'9 

3° 
1, I 

I3 

3 '4 

/ S 

/3 7 

IS" 
'39 
/140 

IL, 

3 
4/ Ci 

jAIL 

/ 

'Co 

)1 

/2

Ile 

br exclusive private_use  
set aside for conservation  
communal use (other than conservation) 	% 
suitable for crops 	 To 
suitable for grazing 	 To 
conservation land suitable, if cleared, 
for crops or grazing 	 To 

To 
'r' 

If other, please specify 

8* 44 	CODE 

14 Rercentage of land 

RRILC. 
C.O #IIS 

IA2 

er 

"NY 

oth 

1 - 3 

7 -  9 
/0 

,1 
Iq -2, 

Does the group have a specific property development 
plan? 

fly f'-' 

Is there a policy for the siting of houses? 

,r 

19) Which, if any, of the following group facilities are 
jxo'ided?  

If other, please specify 	 S
, 

67f44t HOv5CO2f 

& 
Share cost 	,< rent' 

start 	Is 	 bit-nw 
SI Ce,?" pW 	jnow 	Is 	 I4-43 	

let 

16.1) Other fees to be paid to join the group 	 - TOC(S 
OPEES I 	 up Is 	 . ?o 11 r 

orees.vo" 	jnow 	j$ 	 7-S3 (pjqpool.- 
L 110 

Annual membership levies -------------$ 	 - 
,q ..t'aV LEVI  fi 

'RE tI1 
In the last financial year, did the group have any 

annual incomb other than the membership levy? ne 

Yes .....................1 	
rffl 

/1/COME 	 No ......................2 51 

a rtl c- 

communal building  
machinery shed  
workshop (mechanical, woodwork etc.)  
tractor  
tools (lawn mower, chain saw, etc.)  
some water supply (dams, pumps, etc.)  
all water supply  

some energy supply Cor440  
all energy supply ,qt e1/eR a  

laundry facilities  
group shopping (bulk buying)  
kitchen  

vegetable garden  
orthaM  

dairy 
livestock  
sport facilities  
car pool  

shop  
school bus 
school  
pre-school  
telephone  

visitoraccommodation  
financial assistance to 
disadvantacied_members  
other  

Fr 
-s1 

b( s( ifo P 
,qCTOt 

00 

ft V" 
L *Z41 

- 	.7 .  

If other, please specify 

zZ3 94c C0DE  



If other, please specify 

OT.W'ffl 	rcoDa 

30 

32 
33 

21 
If other, please specify 

cc2 

21.1) 	 ________ If majority is required, what % is needed 
prsaccdvr 

22) Number each of the following in order of theft 
significance in group discussion. 

1=verv cinificant 2=sianificant 3=not significant 
•qp,l N' 

C ' 

pnc,,a r 
woft,t 

LEVY 

(1 

q crc iCM 

MPCtt Ai 

w4r6D 

L.,g pAtp 

flTS? 

673 If  , crlosesPecif 0  . 

23) Frequency of group meetings 

-rwott.'E&* fortniizhtiv I 
A4OJITfr41 J monthly 

OcAiEEOED tastheneedaiises I 
23.1) if group meetings are held 'as the need arises", 
indicate their approximate frequency 

qe.Er pgctc_ 

21) How are decisions normally reached? Please tick all 
appropriate bnrec  

C o*'SEfl 

P 
$ID yET0 

e rea' 

,Nrp*n 4 informal group discussion  
formal meetina  
consensus required 

/14J0' IT'?  majority required  
deferral if strong dissent  
individual power of veto  
other  

council rats $ 
communal math $ 
weed control $ 
maintenance of group 
facilities and equipment $ 

other $ 

201 Annual arnnn exnendinim 

C RAT6S 

A ROADS 

fr iuf P 

I - c) 
- 

g -20 

/ -2 

administrative issues 
financial matters 
communal facilities 
communal work - 
roads 
mad levy 

Ø$9P9R CV  building approvals 
local council regulations 
state regulations 
development plans - 

tractor maintenance 
machinery maintenance 
weeds  
water supply 
energy supply 
environmental issues 
reafforestation 
pets 
recreation 

CoflP1C r conflict resolution/arbitration  
interpersonal dynamics within group 
ethical issues (e.g., rules)  

QTStIC4  other  

f 0 

ccv 

417 

5-0 

:3 

-ç 2 

cc! 
50 

('2 

trial period 
group approval for sale of share 
approval at general meeting  

 financial requirements  

apparent ability to fit in  
adherent of a particular sect 
vegetarianism 	

F
___ 

no conditions to be met  
other  

25) What, if any, of the following conditions must be met 
toqualify for otrmn memhershin?  

34s-C 

pflEC T 
f/T /N' 

..sec r 
r 

a roFQ 

2: 

c 

•i -7 

.20 

31 

3 
23.2) On average, how many members usually attend the 
group meetings? .................................... .70-72 

24) To what extent have members of the group experienced 
difficulties concerning M.O. development and local council 
regulations during the last year? Please circle M number 
only. 

No difficulty .......................... 
A little difficulty ....................2 
Some difficulty ......................3 73 
A lot of difficulty ...................4 
Extreme difficulty ...................5 

24.1) To what extent have members of the group 
experienced difficulties concerning M.O. development and 
state govt. regulations during the last year? Please circle 
Qnr, number only. 

No difficulty .......................... 

>rrrrc pit 	A little difficulty .................... 2 
. 	. Some difficulty ......................3 7 f 

A lot of difficulty ...................4 
Extreme difficulty ...................5 

24.2) In what areas were these difficulties experienced 
(e.g., roads, building. etc.)? 

71C,C&( 

If other, please specify 

FI,t€ARMS 
NO4?O1S 

ct'D(oO ,5 
26) Which, if any, of the following rules/values apply to 
every day hehavintir?  

If other, please specify 

oj'fl7 1 	 /OL' 

RVA& coRE 

$PE6D  no speeding 
ecological/environmental conce rn  

g/SAdICIO 
 limits on herbicide use  

limits on pesticide use  
limits on chemicaL fertilizer use 

koFiE.r 
 no pets 

all ca ts  and dogs dcsexed  
no discharging of firearms  
no loud noise at niizht  
non-abusive behaviour  
non-violent behaviout  

cooP  co-operation with others  
no hard drus  

lother 



29.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 9  ....... 
	 ev r 

,-t Cnn a 
Has there been any legal action between members of 

	
INC 

the group since formation? 
	

golF 

1 	 Yes .....................1 
No......................2 
	

r 

30.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 7  ......  

	

14 6 	
C45&S I 

Has them been any legal action between members of 

	

A 	 the group and the Jocal council during the last 6 months? 
Yes.....................1 
Mn 	 7 sow 

How difficult is it to Maintain rUleS? 
No difficulty ..........................1 

RuLC A little difficulty ....................2 
Some difficulty ......................3 
A lot of difficulty ...................4 
Extreme difficulty ................... 5 

Has them been any legal action between members of 
the group during the last 6 months? 

	

/ 	 Yes .....................1 

	

M16OAL 	 No ......................2 2  

28.1) If yes, indicate the number of eases9 ....... 
M cnsg(s 

Has there been any legal action between members of 
the group during the last 12 months? 

Yes .....................1 

	

A146C4 4 	IZ 	 No ......................2 

Has there been any legal action between members of 
the group and the slate government during the last 12 
months? 

Yes.....................I , 
No......................2 

.3 

35.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 9  ...... 
5 fQ 

Has there been any legal action between members of 
the group and the state government since formation? 

Yes.....................I 
No......................2 

36.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 9 	' 
SC4SEC I 

How often do members narticiopte asp grouo in the 
following? 

I=often 2=sometimcs 3=not at all 

'-I 

C 
C. 

(-I 

C. 

4 
(P 

eating together  
video nights, music, parties  
dancas _ 
sports  
childminding  
education  
health_care and_promotion  
tree planting  

edimdon  
religious/spiritual meetings  
workdays woic(njcr  
tompulsory work days or money in lieu 
road works  
weed control_, 
building  
vehicle/equipment maintenance  
social action  
political_issues_or_action  
environmental action 
other  

31.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases? .......- / 
A 	Ccaflest 
C 	32) Has there been any legal action between members of 

the group and the local council during the last 12 months? 

c&CGAL IQ. 

32.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 7  ......... / & 
/ 4 

Has there been any legal action bctween members of 
the group and the local council since formation? 

CAEG191-/ 	 Yes .....................1 1-7 
No......................2 

33.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases? ........- '1 
ccqc€S I 

Has thcre been any legal action between members of 
the group and the state government during the last 6 
months? 

st66flt 	
es ...................... 20  

p 

at ocr 
cr 

pv ACT 
TN', 

r 

1 

LI ,  

If other, please specify 

flftRT ('Of 

38) Which, if any, of the following activities do members 
of this group sha 
ftO L' C. 

0G. 5pvC191 

(9 FjO*P 

Q(o 

cc Cnv Ae.r 

pot. Ad 
0 

34.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 9  ...... 
£C,1sS 

If other, please specify 
crWe$.1 	coei°Cne 

o  ON 
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j. 	 HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE 

&pvo 	Group No. 	1 	/ - 2 
nov *v Household No. 1 	3- 

Department of Sociology 
University of New England 

Armidale, N.S.W. 2351 

This survey of alternative groups is to be used as part of a Ph.D thesis in Sociology 
dealing with the topics; quality of life and the alternative movement. The work is being 
undertaken at the University of New England, Annidale. To my knowledge there has been 
no other research in Australia combining the two topics mentioned above. I am aware of only 
one somewhat similar project carried out overseas. 

I am convinced that research into alternative, or different, lifestyles is warranted -- the 
more so in view of current increasing concern over environmental and social consequences 
of conventional development and lifestyles. 

There are various kinds of groups which are or have been referred to as a.lternative.They 
include communes, co-operatives and communities. They may be religious, secular, 
political, rural, urban. In the questionnaires the word groun is used to include all kinds of 
collectivities. The aim of this study is to compare and contrast significant similarities and 
differences in as many rural groups as resources permit. 

I have tried to keep the questionnaires as short as possible, without omitting questions 
which seem significant. Input from other researchers and alternative lifestyle participants has 
been used. 

Given the diversity of interests, organization, and lifestyles evident in what has been 
called the alternative movement, it is difficult to do justice to them all in preset 
questionnaires. So if you consider something significant is missing, not to the point, 
irrelevant, or would like to add any comments on any of the questions please note down 
your thoughts in the space provided. 

I would also like to talk to as many people as possible, and go into more depth on some 
of the questions and any other issues you think should be covered. 

Help given to date by people from a variety of groups has been very much 
appreciatecLYour continuing cooperation is essential if this method of enquiry is to be useful. 

All information will be treated in confidence. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dave McPheat 
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7-c- 

j3-I'I 
5I 1. 
'2-' 

? 1-2 

~ 3- I 

e who normallY live in this household 
,nrC how many are: 

Imen(18a 0ld&) 
men 	[(18 and older) 
children (0-11 years) 
youths (12-17) 

glemalcs without children 
gle females wi thout ch ildren 
le lone parent/s r ale lone parent/s 
 couple without children 

in a couple with child/children 
in other relationships 

6) Please indicate the type(s) of construction material 
used in this dwelling, if applicable.  

nciOA&'CI( 
,rt'NE 

vOo 	4flH 

wooD 54W' 
C&fl, 
ri/v 

crHE4i 

mudbrick 
kq stone 

wood(bushtiniber) ! 

wood (saw mill)  

glass  

tin 
other 

If other, please specify 	r c - 
ns r co P e 

7)Is this dwelling part of a hamlet within the group 
(i.e. part of a cluster of dwellings intentionally 
located together)? 

Yes...................I 
No .................... 2 

4ing v"'" 

CU?' 

/° 
.' 

2) How many people in this household (excluding 
visitors and dependent children) are: 

Ak  OLWI 

P 
,v,°PiOU 

9 ((4 

ffrR .tc 
2.1) If in other relationships please indicate the kind 
of reLationships which apply in the space provided on 
the back page, and refer to question 2.1. 

C) 27 

What kind of dwelling is this? Please circle the 
appropriate number. 

Q ILf'Sff House ....................................... 
C&9419L,Ø,vCaravan ....................m .............. 2 

. 	*1'-1r 	Tent ..........................................3 
Shed .........................................4 

£t.)S 	Bus 	.......................................... 5 
' 	tflOJ)QP 	Other ........................................6 

If other, please specify 
Cr,r pwttOP 

3.1) What size is this dwelling? 
,' 	S1CI,,1- ij. 0 	Small ..........................I 

4' 	i'4e4214'#-1 	Medium ...................... 2 	0 

4Sde 	Large ................... - ......3 

3.2) How many rooms are there 9  .............  _.. - 
/?0o44 MO 

Is there a telephone in this dwelling 
Yes.................. 1 
No ....................2 

r E k e P'I Oft' 

What energy source/sources are used by member 
of this household for domestic purposes? Please 
place a tick in the appropriate box(es). 

AIR IA-S 

7.1) If Yes do the members of this hamlet have 
closer or more frequent social contact with each other 
than with other members of the group? 

/4$F-1UJ7 	Yes ...................1 
No.................... 2 

To what extent have household members 
experienced difficulties concerning local council 
building regulations relating to M.O. development? 

None ........................... I 
Alittle....  ....................  2 	/ 

	

IFOC 	Some .......................... 
Alot........................... 4 
Extreme .......................5 

To what extent have household members 
experienced difficulties concerning staLe uovcrnment 
building regulations relating to M.O. development? 

None........................... I 

	

- 	Alittle ........................2 
rp,p srATs 	Some ..........................3 6' 

Alot...........................4 
Extreme ....................... 5 

What is your present stage of building? 

r nO Intend to build in the future ...................... 

,4j, In the process of  building a house  .............2 

Fir
' 

Have built your own house ......................3 	- 

Making addi tions to house .......................4 
4 4A10 not intend to build ............................. 5 

3/-3 

Ys 

mains 

diesel 

candles 

If other, please specify 

,E 4M cc' D 

W 0 1? 

5o L 13- 

If yDR 0 
$ 

PiF pe 
p iF S C. 

cø ,L- 

i(e i'? o 

CQ.U0b5 
Ca it 64 r 

cr/ICR EN 

What is your estimate of the current market 
value of this dwelling and furniture, and all the 
improvements over which household members have 
control, or in which they have an interest? Please 
include the share cost and/or other group membership 
fees which would have to be paid by a buyer. 

Icurrent market value 	Is 	 I .'7 - 71 

0 

3 

) 
I 

'1-7 

If you are building or have built your house, in 
what year did building commence? 	

6 . yEail 19R  

If you have built your house, in what year was 
building completed? 	

•!" 

'fEAR P25'C0,'i9 

fl119g6r V 



2 
15) Which of the appliances listed below are owned 
by members of this household? 

Please tick all appropriate boxes. 

gorviItrC 
rA ID& C 

411C ovfl 14/ 

ro r 

/1/I fl'l 

DiSgwps H 
vptvvMc' 

.q n 2' 0 

i: IV D ,  
to '-° 

f 

4V.P' 0 4EC 

vi PgO qfc 

2 

.c 6kcnptc 

p4,-,  

?IRCOND 
CØ Pj1Pia 

:o 
oTMC$ 1r~ 

hot water system 	- 

refrigerator  

microwave oven  

toaster  

washing machine  

clothes iron  

dish washer  

vacuum cleaner 	- 

radio  

black and white TV  

colour TV 
sterno set  

audio recorder  

video cassette recorder  

food mixer  

blender  

fan  

air conditioning  

CB radio  

personal computer  

other  

q 

('F,  

iii 

(/ 1 

/13 

p R/ 

(I? 
1/ '1 

(1.0 

/22 

'2 3 
(2 'I 

I 	3'- 

/2) 
(a-  t 

29 

lfother,pleasespecify 	 30 

clothing (making and mending) 

maintenance of housing 
and household_equipment 
maintenance of energy and water supply 

vehicle maintenance 
health andpersonal care 
recreation  

education (including child care) 

oP Ak foodanddrink - c 
	

P)DPCCV9 

I, 

(2 

-v ruG 

no/A) fl-i 

iiv 

19 iwrE" 

i rnEvr 'Ci 
:rP&rII 

• EC' Gflr 

9 V C iT-F 

VisitorNo. I w4.?o 31 2 	- 3v 
VisitorNo.23.7 -j 213: - 	 2 3 z34'Yy/Sf?95t 
VisitorNo3i,rAj) j A/S 	- 5 	3 ri - r- 	 3 
VisitorNo.4€)c'f r- 3- tr 	g sq - 	 4 
VisitorNo. 56' 6s 63' /4'- 6/, 	ç 67 - 	 - 	 57 

VisitorNo.6jg ..asJ' 72 	79 	t. 7s- 	7< 	- 

VisitorNo.777 Lfl21 :o- x-a 7 C 3-'1 	- 

VisitorNo.8c . -i2-pc c. -q 	b c- 

VisitorNo.943 q"/9 1i5 -Q- 	p Q-? -/00 

AI C, 

 

Visitor No. 1&o/ /o ), ,,y -,,-, (,jt, ,,,-..  to 	,-  

37 _4/L/ 

- 6 

77-c" 
0-' 

73 -/00 
cc 

If you have built, or are in the process of building 
OF   3'our house — 

14) What percentage of the value of the labour 
involved in building the dwelling and all 
improvements to date, has been provided by 
household or other group members (i.e. not outside 
hired help)? 	 - 

0% .......................I 
'Va  1-20% .......................2 

21-40% .......................3 
41-60% .......................4 
61-80% ....................... 5 

81-100% .....................6 

14.1) Whatpercentage of the value of the materials 
used has been obtained locally, or made by household 
or other group members (i.e. not bought on 
commercial markets)? 

0% .......................1 
1-20% .......................2 

21-40% .......................3 
41-60% .......................4 
61-80% .......................5 

31-100% .....................6 

14.2) \Vhat percentage, if any, of the value of the 
following goods and services you use, is provided by 
yourself or other members of the group (i.e. not 
boueht on commercial markets? 

16) Visitors (from outside this group who do not normally live here) who have stayed here 
in the last 12 months. 

¼/IS 	r 
vis. vj5 	\JLS S T Iq y , 	 NearesttowTz%!x 	s I 
Aae: Sex t Lenoth of Stay 	to usual residence - 
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INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

s ep,vti 	OroupNo. 	- 
,e#ssØ ,o O Household No. 

/) çv5 /t'O 	/f/5cA'fr 0  Person No. I 2? 

Department of Sociology 
University of New England 

Armidale, N.S.W. 2351 

This survey of alternative groups is to be used as part of a Ph.D thesis in Sociology 
dealing with the topics; quality of life and the alternative movement The work is being 
undertaken at the University of New England, Annidale. To my knowledge there has been 
no other research in Australia combining the two topics mentioned above. I am aware of only 
one somewhat similar project carried out overseas. 

I am convinced that research into alternative, or different, lifestyles is warranted -- the 
more so in view of current increasing concern over environmental and social consequences 
of conventional development and lifestyles. 

There are various kinds of groups which are or have been referred to as ahernative.They 
include communes, co-operatives and communities. They may be religious, secular, 
political, rural, urban. In the questionnaires the word groun is used to include all kinds of 
collectivities. The aim of this study is to compare and contrast significant similarities and 
differences in as many rural groups as resources permit. 

I have tried to keep the questionnaires as short as possible, without omitting questions 
which seem significant. Input from other researchers and alternative lifestyle participants has 
been used. 

Given the diversity of interests, organization, and lifestyles evident in what has been 
called the alternative movement, it is difficult to do justice to them all in preset 
questionnaires. So if you consider something significant is missing, not to the point, 
irrelevant, or would like to add any comments on any of the questions please note down 
your thoughts in the space provided. 

I would also like to talk to as many people as possible, and go into more depth on some 
of the questions and any other issues you think should be covered. 

Help given to date by people from a variety of groups has been very much 
appreciated.Your continuing cooperation is essential if this method of enquiry is to be useful. 

All information will be treated in confidence. 

Yours sincerely 

Dave McPheat 

a 



country/rural living 	r'  
1,7' rAW  join alternative movement P 
efl,,fl-P . friends nearby 

cheap land 
lower living costs 	P 
permanentwaterf  
forested area  
ecological concerns 	F 
climate  
cleanS  
support for children 	1"  
group_support  
like-minded people  
spiritual/religious values 1' 
group buying ability 	F 
disliked city life 	1/ 

disliked city values  
C uy  

disliked your work 	i/ 
pioneer new life style 	r- — 

self actualizatiorilfulfjlment I 
cathngandsharingpQme'( ,vnx 
__________________ gut-feeling; intuition r 
freedom  
other 

a 

S 

p45,44 1) How long have you been a member of this  group? 
Please circle the appropriate number. 

Less than 12 months ...................1 

	

1-2years ...................................2 	- 

	

3-5years ...................................3 	/ 
6-10 years .................................4 
11-15 years ................................5 

t..T1 'iCn If over 15 years, please specify  

Have you lived in any other groups? 
Yes..................... 1  
No......................2 

45e 	2.1) If yes, please indicate the number of groups and 

voc rC p', the total time you lived in them.  
Number of groups ....................... 

5 Time spent in them ....vrs.mths.:'- 

Were you living in another group just before you 
joined this group? 

Yes.....................I 
arcp,cic 	 No ......................2 

If you have spent time in other groups, is this 
group better than all the others? 

Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

What was your town/city and state of residence 
prior to joining this group? 

Town/City 
71g'r4' 	State 	N.. 

Country 	m 

1C4V p.t,'k6) Do you have any plans to leave this group? 

No......................2 

CC )''5 1) If yes, please note reasons in space provided and 
refertoquesdono.1. 

If you do not have any plans to leave, do you think 
.< incri / you will stay here for the rest of your life? 

	

Likely ...................1 	. 
Unlikely .................2 

What is the highest level of formal education you tilt: car 	have completed to date? 
Tertiary degree .............................1 
TAfl or Tech College .................2 
Completed HSC or equivalent .......3 
Primary school only .................... 4 
None........................................5 
Other........................................6 

If other, please specify 	-' 

Cr-fl 'rgj)rpfl 

Are you presently undertaking any course of study 
ptfsjft) (formal or informal)? 

	

Yes.....................1 	- i 
No......................2  

I 

9.1) If yes, please Lick any of the following that 
ap ly. 

tertiary_institution  
TAFEortechcollege rAfl r n' 
secondaryschool  
primary school  

• adult learning  
healtwpersonal therapy training  
craft courses ___ 
other 

please specify  

10) Following are some reasons you might have had 
forjoining this group. Number each in order of their 
significance as reasons for your ioining this group. 

l=very significant 2=significant 3=not significant 
IcRA 4 z.l" 

Ac4'coSr 

rox'ecrfl 
'dccc ,- 

(9/b .s.iir 

2i5 Cifl' 

j, ysavoI1$ 

çf* pgc'r 

rio 

If other, please specify  / 

Co) C IS 5/? S 
11) Of what denomination are you a member or 
adherent now? 

Anglican (C of E) ..................... 01 
,_.., 	,, 	Catholic 	.................................. 

Uniting 	................................... 
02 
03 

Other Protestant 	........................ 04 - 	- 

Orthodox 	................................. 05 
Other 	Christian 	......................... 06 
Jewish..................................... 07 
Eastern religion 
(e.g. Hinduism, Islam, etc.).......... 08 
Guru-based (e.g. Buddhism, 
Yoga, TM, etc.) ........ ................. ( 09 
Non-denominational ................... 10 
No 	religion/nil 	.......................... II 
Other....................................... 12 

If other, please specify 	 7- 

Cc) cf AlL 

' p  

plc 

9 .,  

' -p 



flL fit (Er 
12) Please indicate how often you attend religious or 
spiritual meetings held for members of this group? 

More than once a week .3............... I 
About onceaweek ....................... 2 	f j 
Most weeks, but not every week .....3 	/ Several times a year ...................... 4 	7- 
Rarely or never ............................ 5 

significant are religious/spiritual matters in 
your life? 

Of great significance ..................... ' 1 
Of some significance .................... 2 	/ 
Of little significance ...................... • 1'- 

Of no significance 	........................ 

14) Are you unemployed now? 
Yes .....................1 	- 
No.......................2 

14.1) If unemployed now, what was your previous 
employment? 

(,mic,Unsk1lled labour .......................... 1 
Semi-skilled labour ...................... 2 
Skilled 	labour 	............................. 3. 	C 

Clerical 	work 	.............................. 4 
Professional work ........................ 5 	-J 
Other......................................... 6 

If other,please specify LJ 
7t%fl' 

 

0cDff5fl.4 

15) Were you employed prior to joining this group? 
g.qp.jCit-' 	t::'::':::::::: 

If you are currently employed, do you work 
- 	Fulltime ...............1 

rt'1LP/PR, 	 Parttime ...............2 	C 

In the last 12 months, what was your main source 
of income? Please circle one number. 

r1/nV/frC self employed ...........................01 
unskilled labour ........................02 
semi-skilled labour ....................03 

	

skilled labour ...........................04 	- 
clerical work ............................05 
professional work .....................062 
unemployment payments ...........07 

	

retirement pension ....................08 	EiZ 

	

AUS study allowance ................09 	* 
supporting mothers allowance .....10 
invalid pension .........................11 

	

repatriation pension ...................12 	/ 

	

rent......................................C13 	/ 
interest ....................................14 
other...................................... 	15 

I'- 
17.1) In a few words please indicate the nature of the 
work you do. 

/ 

p1 A. 
Do you undertake voluntary work for individuals, 

clubs or organizations? 
Yes.....................I 
No......................2 

• 18.1) If yes, please indicate which, if any, of the 
following apply?  

r,ee 

mealsonwheels 

If er,leasespecify 	
.- 	 w t 

18.2) What other paid or unnaid Dart time work do 
you have?  

SE4PEAIP 	self emnloved 
'4'5tc 

 

'44 	unskilled  

SELf 4O '- 	semi-skilled labour  
skilled labour  
clerical work  

gperwc q 14 	
professional work  
house building  

PaT RnFr 	art/cmft 7 

o.OADC" 	rdenrng  
c10,ça wot/& farm work  

other 

If self employed or other, please specify 

CcPEoTv-' / 
Co9ffcYrw 2 

Do you hold any position in relation to the 
adminisu-ation of the group's interests (e.g. secretary, 
nasurer, director)? 

eI'citrsCE 	Yes .....................1 
No......................2 

19.1) if yes, what is that position? 

rote OF 1.... 
Do you think or feel that house sites and 

dwellings should be privately or communally owned? 
Privately -------------- 1 	-- 

PR-' LC"fr) 	Communally --------2 

Do you own or pay rent for the dwelling you live 
in? 	 . 

C' 	.ceii/....._____flW ::::::::::::::::::: 
	c 	- 

Other -------------------3 

7 	If other, please specify  

a 	
ç 	Q p 

,1ocrOf  hospitalauxiliary 
'oIunteer fire brigade 

, /,714# C  visiting handicap ped/elderly 
pm-schools 
community schools 
pm-natal, ante-natal service 
heal th  services 
organized ch ild minding 
build ing/painting 
garden ing/farm work 
you th  dances 

CRo ,A1M 	MV9'i/-v 
tOe/TI! C4" 
A'C poiCC7 ____
0713/ 

you th camps 
reaffomstation projects 
other 

20 

2' 

.7 

.7... 



Do you have any denendable relatives (not your 
spouse or partner), not just those who live near you, 
on whom you could call in a crisis? 

- 	
Yes .....................1 
No ......................2 

28.1) If yes, how many of these relatives live 

	

PRZL 	withinthegroup 2.  

ovrCPaS'- 	outsidethegroup 

Do you have any friends (not relatives) from 
whom you can easily ask small favours (e.g., 
borrowing tools, cooking utensils, etc.)? 

f4ie,oD 1 	Yes ..................... ./ 
No ......................2 

29.1) If yes, what number of these friends live 
within thegroup 
outside the group 	:- 

Do you have any denendable friends (not relatives) 
not just those who live near you, on whom you could 
call in a crisis? 

	

cAnrfrs2. 	 Yes 
No 

30.1) If yes, what number of these friends live 
a. c ?R5-42 	1 within the group 	* - 

	

eLr (J-r'F4 	 outside the group 	-. 

With regard to contact with other members of the 
noun. generally speaking, do you have 

cj;t'7M 	As much as you want9  ...................1 	- 
More than you want9  ....................2 	-' 

Less than you want' ......................3 

7M7432) With regard to contact with your nei2hbours. 
generally speaking, do you have 

As much as you want' ...................1 
More than you want9  ....................2 - 

Less than you want' ......................3 

33) How frequently do you have disagreements with 
family members with whom you live? Q 

Never 	................ 
Veryrarely ......... 2 
Seldom 	.............. 3 
Occasionally 4 
Frequently .......... 5 

34) How frequently do you have disagreements with 
other members of the group? 

Never ................ 
Veryrarely .........2 
Seldom ..............3 
Occasionally 	4 
Frequently ..........5 

VAlE )t.'I 	22) Is there one person who consistently stands out as 

- 	 a leader in the groups decision-making? 
Yes......................1 
No...................... 

lE2)1) Are you this person? 

	

Yes ..................... 1 	L 
sO)) 	No ...................... 2 	

2. 

- '4 22.2) How satisfied do you feel about this person's 
wtti'0, I jnfluenceontheaffairsOfthegrOup? 

- 	 Very satisfed .............................1 ) 	Somewhat satisfied .....................2 
Mixed, neither satisfied 	 -> 

1C) /  nor dissatisfied ...........................3 
Somewhat dissatisfied ..................4 
Very dissatisfied ......................... 5 

s\r ;.;c' s 2 ) Is therea small number of people who 
consistently stand out as leaders in group decision-
making?  

N 	 Yes .....................  1,f. 
C)1 	No ----------------------2 

N .tt/ 

< 	 :1)  Are  you one of these leaders  in group decision- 
ilking? 

00 Cj 

.nr6t' 23.2) How satisfied are you about these leaders 
influence on the affairs of the group? 

Very satisfied .............................1 
- 	 Somewhat satisfied .....................2 

Mixed, neither satisfied 	 '0 
7  nor dissatisfied ...........................3 

Somewhat dissatisfied ..................4 
Very dissatisfied ..........................5 

24) In general who do you think have most influence 
on group decision making? 

flL,' WEiV 

About even .........3 

025~ To what extent do you participate in and influence 
up decisions which affect your life? 

Notatall ............1 

p/Ri 	 Seldom ...............2 
Occasionally ........3 
Frequently ...........4 
Always ............... 5 

Regarding group rules, do you believe that there 
ate 

Toomany' ..............I 
Too few' ................2 

- 	 The right number9  ....3 

Do you think or feel that this group is 
- 	 Toobig' ............. 

Cf '12 f 	 Too small9  .......... 2 - 
Just nght9  ...........3: 

- 

'1 	 // 
•2 



351 Still using the above scale hnw tin you  fppl ahn.,t 

tatching television? 

cour hobbies and pastimes? 
the amount of fun and enjoyment you 
Icave? 
your spare time activities; the things you 
do in your non-working time? - 

number of friends you have? 

how well you get on with your friends? - 
the number of people you are really 
close to? 

ow close you really are to the people - 
who know you best? 
the help you can expect from other people 
in times of trouble? 

your friendsand_friendships? 

extent to which you live up to your 
i moral standards and behave the 

r ability to sympathise with other 
pie's feelings? 
extent to which other people seem 
ike you? 
religious/spiritual organisation 
belong to?  

r re1iainii/cnr4i,,,i f,.ir,i.,,,,,o 

C- 

.J. 

EV1 

ç 

,C77IH 

Cj7 (A ccii ( 

4,u'Cu4- 

C 

rfl9,ijpS 

,frCt-P 1  

; 	crnrsró 
-; 	A,kttOL' 

Rf-.LFti/- 

CyiA V' p tAte Wings you and your family 
o together? 

your family life? - 

9 -Et 

G y 

how well you sleep at night? 

the amount of energy you have? 
your physical fitness and the exercise 
'Sn,, flat9 

- 

4 1q cL 	
Following are some questions about how satisfied or dissatisfied you are about aspects of your life. Use the scale below to 
choose the number that comes closest to how you feel. The more satisfied or delighted you feel about the question, the higher 
the number you will write in as an answer. The more dissatisfied or terrible you feel about the question, the lower the number 
you will write in as an answer. 

If a particular question does not goDly, to you, for example, if you are never involved in the activity mentioned, place the letter 
"X" in the box provided. If you have simply never thou2ht about the ouestion. place the letter "Y" in the box provided. 

Rc. 	 mixed feelings 
very 	 mostly 	neither satisfied mostly 	 very terrible 	lTnlnnnu 	..,,k,.,'... 	a: ------- -- 

 

 

- 	 . 	 • 	 I 	 I 2 	3 	4 	 5 	 6 	7 

X = It doesn't apply to me. 
Y = I never thought about it. 

tél1 
35\ How do you feel about 

h/fl your lifeas awhole?'.  

r 	your house/dwelling? 

c your family's income? 

how secure your family's income is? - 
ç your savings and ability to meet 

financial problems which might arise? - 
your standard of living -- the things 
you have, like a car, appliances, etc.? - 

Australia as a place to live in? 

New South Wales as a place to live in? - 

this area as a place to live in? 

c this group as a place to live? 
the way the federal government 
is operating? 
the way the state government 
is operating? 	yteovC 
the way the local council 
is operating? 
the ideas and beliefs of the Women's 
Liberation Movement? 
the chance you have to use your skills and 
abilities at work? 	S 	( L L to ' 
the amount of say you have in how your 
jobshould be done? 
c•:( Pflcpt 

Lour chances of promotion at work? 

lTow fairly you are treated at work? 

h'w secure your job is? 
how well you get on with your 
cb-workers? 
PEsvnç 

the amount of pressure you are under? - 

the amount you are paid? 

how well you get on with your boss? - 
the extent to which you get clear 
instructions and know what is expected 
from you? 

F how do you fcel about your job in 
eral? 

f/itt 

'zC f/IC' 

i- it> 70 
CT 

Lc' Gc: 

cpf, 'P 

c: 

I f,o 

L 
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ps-.6R J*7 

(17'' 

A tiLt 

1 .•i'j.L; 7 

. CL>5 7 

HDD? itt 

,çpR/4 7 

37\ Still using the above scale, how do you feel about 

.7 

gpvCQr7 
the amount of educabon you received? - 

tile type of education you received? 
me extent to which you can develop your 
bwn knowledge, skills and abilities? 
your ability to foresee and an ticipate 
problems that might come up in your life ! - 

how well you handle problems that come 
up in your life? 

the amount you worry about things? — 
how fairly you get treated by other 
people? 
your ability to assert yourself when 
necessary? 

how exciting your life is?  

your leisure time? 
the sense of purpose and meaning 
in your life? 
the extent to which you are achieving 
success and getting ahead? 

what you are accomplishing in life? 

'our life as a whole? 

2 

(1 

C- 

45.1) If yes, what is the age and sex of each? Please 
list from oldest to youngest. 	so - U 

Age 	Sex 

(.2 

lchildNo. I 
child No. 2 I 
child. No 3 L 

child No.4  
_ 

( 	/ 

 

c  
child No.5 

C 
S rc rV_ -- 

C T ~ iE e 

C 

38) In general, how happy or unhappy do you 
usually feel? Please circle the number next to the 
statement that best describes your pveraQe hanoiness. 
Extremely happy (feeling ecstatic, joyous, 
fantastic!) ..............................................01 

, 
Very happy (feelmg really good, elated!) .......02 

Pretty happy (spirits high, feeling good) .......03 

Mildly happy (feeling fairly good and 
somewhat cheerful) ...................................04 

Slightly happy Oust a bit above neutral) .......05 

Neutral (not particularly happy or unhappy).. 06 

Slightly unhappy Gust a bit below neutral) ... 07 

Mildly unhappy (just a little low) ................08 

Pretty unhappy (somewhat "blue", spirits 
down) .....................................................09 

Very unhappy (depressed, spirits very low) .....10 

Extremely unhappy (utterly depressed, 	- 

completely down) ......................................11 

39) Consider your emotions a moment further. Qj 
the averae ,,what percent of the time do you feel 
happy? What percent of the time do you feel unhappy? 
What percent of the time do you feel neutral (neither 
happy nor unhappy?) Please give your best estimates, 
as well as you can. 
Make sure the three figures add up to equal 100%. 

ON THE AVERAGE: 
The percent of time I feel happy  

Pt, ,pj'f'Jl ThepercentoftimelfeelunhappyL 

p' jifli s The percent of time I feel neutral  

TOTAL 100% 

5 
Generally speaking, in federal politics do you 

usually thiit of yourself as: 
Liberal .................................. 

fc&/ Labor ....................................2 
National (Country) Party .........3 
Australian Democrat ................4 

- 	 Nuclear Disarmament Party .......5 
Other ....................................6 

-- - .) 
Ifother,pleasespecify 	 -, 

In political matters, people talk of the "left" and 
the "right". Where would you say you are? 

POA 2 Strongly to the left ............. 
/ 

 

Somewhat to the left ..........2 
In the centre.......................3 
Sqmewhat to the right ........4 
Strongly to the right ...........5 

ji.E42) What is your age9  .......................C 

43) What is your gender? 
Male ........................1 

	

Female .....................2 	- 	 —. 

44) What is your present marital status? Please circle 
Qfl number. 

Single (never married) ................... 
Married ...................................... 2 
Defacto/living together ................. 3 	a 
Divorced .................................... 4 
Separated 	.................................... 5 
Widowed 	.................................... 6 

./ Planning 	to 	marry 	........................ 7 

44.1) If none of the above adequately describes your 
living arrangements with others, please indicate the 
kind of relationships which do apply in the space 
providedfor comments, and refer to question 44.1. 

44.2) If divorced or separated, in which year did this 
occur7 .......................................  

45) Do you have any children? 

__ILl 
— 

452) Are any of your children not living with you? 
Yes .....................1  

	

C,trt,vflY 	 No ......................2 	- 

	

I) n 	I 

- 

I 
.2 	

: 	 // 



7 

'6 

qboE 'LI 

4 

7 45.3) 
If yes, please indicate what each is doing (please list from oldest 

6 
 to 

	

learning a 	living with 	1- CiQW4 )' 	 - 	schooling 	employment trade/skill 	other parent 	Other (Please indicate what they are doing.) 
Cf 	rn'cJ Child No. I ............ 	. 2 3 	 4 	5 	a - C 

" 	 ChildNo.2 	1 ............ 	 2 	3 	 4 	5 
QChildNo.3 U 	 ............ 	1 	2 	3 . 	4 	5 /0' 

I 	c" 	llChildNo.4 ............ 	1 2 13.'L: 

c 	(' 	/ChildNo.5 	1 ............ 	 2 	3 	 4 	5 	I( 	!7 

46) How often do you share the goods and services listed below with people from 
other households in the group? Please circle a number in the appropriate column (never, rarely, occasionally 1  frequently) 

Never 	Rarely 	Occasionally 	Frequently 
97R9iG5 	Transport 	...........................................................1 

	2 	3 4 

LI 

çAov,valclLaundry 	facilities 	................................................1 
	2 	3 	 4 

s 	eock 	Cooking 	facilities 	................................................ 
2 	3 	 4 	.. sc .'c 	Growingorraisingf 

ic/Ill 1 	 2 	3 	 4 	) 

s pcio A 	Preserving food ..................................................1 
	2 	 4 	; eecr-'° 	Processing food ...................................................1 
	2 3 	 4 	.. 	— spu?cSProduc ing 

1 	2 	3 4 
Building and construction .....................................1 	2 	 4 	- 

3 P(,4h-7- 	Maintenance 	......................................................1 
2 	3 	 4 

' rsz eplt Telephone 	......................................................... 
1 	2 	 4 

A ; 	t'ft/P" 	Chuldminding 	....................................................1 
	2 4 

46? 	Medicine 	and 	healing 	...........................................1 
2 	3 4 	0 

rif sr#EI'9ry 	Therapy 	.............................................................
2  

rc,c # 	Teaching 	........................................................... 
1 	2 4 - 

— lL 	Other 	...............................................................1 
	 2 	 - 

If other, please speci' 

47)-Below are five s 	entswith.whichyou may agree or disagree. Using the I to 7 scale below, indicate your agreement with each item bjplacing theippropriate nums ?inthetoxpmvidj after each statement. 
Neither 	 . 	- 

Strongly 	 Slightly 	agree nor 	Slightly 	 trangly . 	- disapvee 	Disagree 	disagree 	disagree 	flCra 	A....... 	-- 

.7C 

48) What isthe value of any loans (mortgage. I 
to finance any of the following: 

vfrc'ucC 

V v,HICL6 

V 

0T4c/ 

ire purchase, etc.,) that you and/or your spouse/partner have taken out 

- _Lj , 

Eliances

$  

$ 	 - 

PA 

/' 

ft 

p 

/ 

(11 

is 



the best previous period of your lifell/, 

the worst previous period of your life? ' CS 
the whole of your past life up ir 
to about 5 years ago? — 
your own life at present, the life you 
lead these days? — 
your own life just before you joined 

 this group? — 
the life of the avenge or typical , Australian? 	 41.4 — 
the amount of stress, strain and pressure, 
inyourlife? 	 — — 
theliIeyouexpectinabout5, li_ic yearstime? 
the best life you feel you could 	,;op [77 
realistically hope for in the future? p.f — 
the life you feel you deserve -- the kind 
of life that would be fair for someone p. $ J 
like you?  

the life yourparents led? 	1"? - L I 

the life your children lead? 	CL- 	C i 

your best previous standard of living, — 
not including the present time? 
the worst previous standard of living 
you had, not including the present time? — 
your present standard of living -- the 
standard of living you have these days? — 
the standard of living of the average 
or typical Australian? 
the standard of living you expect 	•- — 
in about 5 years time? 	 , 
the best standard of living you could 
realistically hope for in the future? 
the standard of living you deserve — 

JL- 

ç 
the standard that would be fair for 	r- 
someone like you? 

Now, looking at the ladder, which step 
corresponds to (place appropriate numbers from 0 to 10 
in the boxes provided) 

Regarding your financial situation and standard 
of living -- the things you have like a car, appliances 
and so on, where on the ladder would you put 

,Lfl')TIO 

WL,v970 

iv[ U 

e A / t; 51(2 

3 

-/ 

-1•"• 

'-I. 
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; c 

crc 
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fflM It I 
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51) Regarding your family life, where on the 
ladder would you put 

6 ppt'iti 
the best previous period of family life 	— 
you have known, NOT including 
the present time? 
the worst previous period of family life 
you have known, NOT including 
the present time? 
your family life at present, the way 
things are going in your own family? — 
the family life of the avenge or 
typical Australian? 
the family life you expect in 
about 5 years time? 

ic re the best family life you could 
realistically hope for in the future? — 
the family life you feel you deserve -- 
that would be fair for someone like you? 

7 

Below is a ladder with 10 steps on it. At the top of the ladder, on the top step, is the best possible life, the most wonderful 
life you could imagine for anybody. At the bottom of the ladder is the worst possible life, the most miserable life you could 
imagine for anybody. 

'Is 

In the recent past, have you had any unusual wod 
experiences which might be influencing your present 
satisfaction with life, happiness or sense of well-
being? 

Yes .....................I 
No ......................2 	- 

52.1) If yes, to what extent do you think any such 
good experiences are increasing your present 
satisfaction with life, happiness, or sense of well-
being? 

Verymuch ...............I 	a 
ftc/CtD 	Some ......................2 .7 

Alittle ....................3 

52.2) Any details? 	 - 

c'ODc,-'p P 

In the recent past, have you had any unusual bad 
exoeriences which might be influencing your present 
satisfaction with life, happiness or sense of well-
being? 

Yes.....................1 
No ......................2 

53.1) If yes, to what extent do you think such bad 
experiences are reducing your present satisfaction with 
life, happiness or sense of well-being? 

Very much ............... 
go"-' 64P 	Some ......................2 

A little ....................3 

512) Any details? 	 b T49 

er"7r'fl2 



eating together  
video nights, music, parties  
dances 
spoils  
childminding  
education  
healthand_promotion  _care 
tree planting  
mediiation  
group work days  
mad works  
weed control  
building  
vehicle/equipment maintenance  
social action  
political_issues_or_action  
environmental action  

'-7  other  

.1 

fl 

Will 

p ç 	
' 54) What is your family's total taxable income 

category -- your own and your spouse/parmer's income 
before tax? Use either the weekly or yearly amount, 
whichever is easiest to calculate. Please cixcle only one 
number. 

Per Week 
$1- 	$39 

Per Year 
............. $1 - 	$2,000 ..............01 

$39- 	$76 ....... $2,001 - 	$4,000 ..............02 
$77- $115 ....... $4,001- 	$6,000 ..............03 

$116- $172 ....... $6,001 - 	$9,000 ..............04 
$173- $230 .......$9,001 -$12,000 ..............05 
$231 - $287 .....$12,001 -$15,000 ..............06 
$288- $345 .....$15,001 -$18,000 ..............07 
$346- $421 .....$18,001 -$22,000 ..............08 
$422- $498 .....$22,001 -$26,000 ..............09 
$499- $613 .....$26,001 -$32,000 ..............10 
$614- $766 .....$32,001 -$40,000 ..............11 
$767- $958 ..... $40,001 -$50,000 ..............12 
Over $958 .........Over 	$50,000 ..............13 

LI 
55) Please indicate the type and value of any vehicles 
owned by you and members of your family (e.g., 
motor bike, sedan, utility). - 

-: 

( 	Estimated 
Tvne 	 flirrent Value 

M 

LI 

i1 

'C 

"1 

'I 

Would you say you are a strict vegetarian? 
Yes ..................... 

wecerflA 	No ......................2 

If no, to what extent do vegetarian principles 
influence the kind of food you eat? 

	

No influence ..................1 	/ 
veee 	A little influence ............2 b 1 

Some influence ..............3 
A tot of influence ...........4 

To what extent do you believe commercial 
chemical fertilizers should be used in food 
production? 

	

None.............................1 	, 
Alitde ..........................2 

Ccti'Q" To maximise output ........3 

To what extent do you believe commercial 
chemical insecticides and fungicides should be used in 	,..- 
food production? 	 LU 

	

None...................................I 	-.  
Less than the legal limits ........2 
Up to the legal limits .............3 

If it is economically viable, do you think cattle 
raising is worthwhile? 

Yes.....................1 
Q,,irT'E 	 No ......................2 

Any comments? 	 - 

el,- 7cc' J) 97  

Do you try to practice permaculture principles? 
Yes ..................... 
No......................2 

• Thanks for answering the questions. 

3_c- 	iO 

•-/ 	1'-  '•' 
v' 	1P I 

Ui 

, 

56) Which if any of the following pets do you have. 
Please indicate the number of each in the appropriate 
box.  

P0tb'1 	dog/s 

	

FtrH 	 Cj4 rh'O 	cat/s 

	

other 	 -2 

If other, please specify (cDC flCi 

	

jrCo 	PC 72 

	

CC 	57) Which, if any, of the following activities do you 
participate in?  

.:. 

S, DIMCYS 
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pip, r 7 
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If other, please specify 	 - 

__ -. 
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HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE 

GP4'O 	J Group No. 	/ -2 
Nov56 ito Household No. 	

- 

Department of Sociology 
University of New England 

Armidale, N.S.W. 2351 

This survey of alternative groups is to be used as part of a Ph.D thesis in Sociology 
dealing with the topics; quality of life and the alternative movement The work is being 
undertaken at the University of New England, Armidale. To my knowledge there has been 
no other research in Australia combining the two topics mentioned above. I am aware of only 
one somewhat similar project carried out overseas. 

I am convinced that research into alternative, or different, lifestyles is warranted -- the 
more so in view of current increasing concern over environmental and social consequences 
of conventionai development and lifestyles. 

There are various kinds of groups which are or have been referred to as airernative.They 
include communes, co-operatives and communities. They may be religious, secular, 
political, rural, urban. In the questionnaires the word 2roun is used to include all kinds of 
collectivities. The aim of this study is to compare and contrast significant similarities and 
differences in as many rural groups as resources permit. 

I have tried to keep the questionnaires as short as possible; without omitting questions 
which seem significant. Input from other researchers and alternative lifestyle participants has 
been used. 

Given the diversity of interests, organization, and lifestyles evident in what has been 
called the alternative movement, it is difficult to do justice to them all in preset 
questionnaires. So if you consider something significant is missing, not to the point, 
irrelevant, or would like to add any comments on any of the questions please note down 
your thoughts in the space provided. 

I would also like to talk to as many people as possible, and go into more depth on some 
of the questions and any other issues you think should be covered. 

Help given to date by people from a variety of groups has been very much 
appreciated.Your continuing cooperation is essential if this method of enquüyis to be useful. 

All information will be treated in confidence. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dave McPheat 



2) How many people in this household (excluding 
visitors and dependent children) are: 

'sM #OcIi 

ulleLr 
t'4 LP 
,"P*io 0 

,'p cH 
rn 

single males without children 
single females without children 
male lone parent/s 
female lone parent/s 
'in a couple without children 
in a couple with child/children 
in other relationships 

1 
Please indicate the type(s) of construction material 

used in this dwelling, if applicable.  

riM 

0TH 65  4 

If other, please specify 	 0(70 r- 2 
fltQ r csD E 

Is this dwelling part of a hamlet within the group 
(i.e. part of a cluster of dwellings intentionally 
located together)? 

fr1,?/4LC1 	 EL:i 

7.1) If Yes do the members of this hamlet have 
closer or more frcquent social contact with each other 
than with other members of the group? 

Yes ................... 
No ....................2 

To what extent have household members 
experienced difficulties concerning local_council 
building regulations relating to M.O. development? 

None ........................... 
Alittle ........................2 

IF4OCP 	Some .......................... 
Alot...........................4 
Extreme .......................5 

To what extent have household members 
experienced difficulties concerning state_government 
building regulations relating to M.O. development? 

None ...........................1 
- 	Alittle ........................2 

9,F 5 ro9r6 	Some ..........................3 1' 
Alot...........................4 
Extreme .......................5 

What is your present stage of building? 
Intend to build in the future ...................... 1 
In the process of building a house ............. 2 

r 	Have built your own house ...................... 3 
Making additions to house ....................... 4 

, 	Do 	not intend 	to build 	............................. 5 

If you are building or have built your house, in 
what year did building commence? 	

' 6. •., yEA/I 7flR 	 _____ 

If you have built your house, in what year was 
building completed? 	

.-. 

What is your estimate of the current market 
value of this dwelling and furniture, and all the 
improvements over which household members have 
control, or in which they have an interest? Please 
include the share cost and/or other group membership 
feeswhichwouldhavetobepaidbyabuyer. 

Icurrent market value 	Is  

nc.'OAtt' CI(  mudbrick  
roNE  stone  

•pp  wood (bush timber)  

wooD  wood (sawmill)  
C1,9  glass  

tin  
other  

4k 

4', 
CL) 

5 
£2 

•/ 

1) Of those who normally live in this household 
(excluding visitors), how many are: - 

women (18 and olden 
men (18 and older) 
children(0-11 years) 
youths (12-17) 

53-I 'I 

,31 t 

iq -20 

fl-fl 

3-. •1 

litER .tEh 	 - 
2.1) If in other relationships please indicate the kind 
of relationships which apply in the space provided on 
the back page, and refer to question 2.1. 

0 1n 
What kind of dwelling is this? Please circle the 

k, appropriate number. 
House.......................................1 

c4#Qk,ø,vCaravan ..................................2 
r Tent ..........................................3 

Shed.........................................4 
LOs Bus ..........................................5 
fl*2ifl-D 	Other ........................................6 

If other, please specify 	 c2 )C3 

ecr pwc1.t0P 

3.1) What size is this dwelling? 
e 	 Small ..........................1 .  

' 	'4g4s4'#-r 	Medium ......................2 
Y 	4SrJe 	Large ...................... ......3 

3.2) How many rooms are there) ............. ..... 
Roo44 RiO 

Is there a telephone in this dwelling 
Yes ............- .....I 
No .............2 

YEhV H Ofti 

What energy source/sources are used by members 
of this household for domestic purposes? Please 

• place a tick in the appropriate box(es). 

NO IA'S 
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If other, please specify 
	 v- -i 

64M cc DiE 

flnRkr V 

0416 iv 

CtIL P466' 

iovPffl 

PG 

q-,o 



fooD Z& 
'.o rwavG 

Ø,AJ 1)4 

,EarII 

;C M 5)07-  

ED Li C it-I' 

foodanddrink 
clothing (making and mending) 
maintenance of housing 
and household_equipment 
maintenance of energy and water supply 
vehicle maintenance 
health and personal care 
recreation % 
education (including child care)  

PP,°cop9 

'I 

0 

I 

V 
if you have built, or are in the process of building 
your house - 
14) What percentage of the value of the iabour 
involved in building the dwelling and all 
improvements to date, has been provided by 
household or other group members (i.e. not outside 
hked help)? 

0% 
1-20% 

4 1-60% 

	

2 1-40% 	 "3 
/ 

	

61-80% 	 -.5 

	

81- 100% 
	

6 

14.1) What percentage of the value of the materials 
used has been obtained locally, or made by household 
or other group members (i.e. not bought on 
commercial markets)? 

0% 

	

1-20% 	 .2 - 

	

2 1-40% 	 .3 

	

4 1-60% 	 .4 

	

61-80% 	 .5 

	

81- 100% 
	

6 

14.2) What percentage, if any, of the value of the 
following goods and services you use, is provided by 
yourself or other members of the group (i.e. not 
hought on commercial markets? 

Morv'Jt rER 

rA I p & 6 
AlIt otiS Al 

rolSr 
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If other, please specify 
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/22  
12 3 
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j29 
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TV 

onler 

_____ ____ 

0-13 2 

2 
15) Which of the appliances listed below are owned 
by members of this household? 

Please tick all appropriate boxes. 

16) Visitors (from outside this group who do not normally live here). who have stayed hem 
in the last 12 months. 

's 
2?- 	'i(S- V/S 	u L5 si-ny , 	Nearest town/iu RESt Acmi Reyl 	I pnr,ih nt Cern, 	 in ..... '.1 	 - 

VisitorNo.1 	e j 3, 2 	- 3w 3r-.36 	 - 
VisitorNo.237 -ia - ji 	• 	3 43... 4'Wisar 
Visitor No. 3 Afs - - 44 )1 4,7 ,  4'fr-ço 	3 C/C2 	 3 
Visitor No.4:) Cc'e - 	g - 	g - (sq 	4 
VisitorNo.56,. 4is 63c I- 66 	; 6- ocr 	r 
VisitorNo.6g 7 o  71 4 72-74' 	I, - 
VisitorNo.777 77  -nfl C0--a 	7 ç.3...çy 	- 
VisitorNo.8c.ç C7 cs-go 	y c,i-92 
Visitor No. 943 q'Vq QC1 QL -Q&- 	p gg -lao 
VisitorNo. 101° /) 'a' j - 	& 10 10 	 10 

,1.ri 

,-6cr 

"7 

£-s- q :L 

q 3 -/00 
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- I 

- 	 Request for He1 

Attached are drafts of questionnaires which I hope to use in a survey of 
alternative (non-mainstream) groups, households, and their members. 

tly main research interest is to identify dspects of life style and living 
conditions which contribute to well-being, ill-being, satisfaction, 
dissatisfaction, happiness, Unhappiness -- life quality. 

	

There are three questionaires: 	 - 
a group questionnaire which I intend to personally fill in with the 

help of group members who are familiar with group activities (e.g., 
secretary). 

a household questionnaire, mainly concerned with self-sufficiency, 
which I hope will be cofripleted and returned by interested household 
members. (It is particularly difficult to come to grips with, and measure 
self-sufficiency, but its significance warrants the attempt.) 

an individual questionnaire to be self-administered and returned by 
group members 12 years of age and over. 

If there is adequate response to these, I will undertake a personally 
administered survey of people under 12 gears of age. 

Since you have extensive personal experience of group life, I would 
appreciate any suggestions, additions, subtractions or alterations to the 
questionnaires content and format. - 

I am fairly confident that a reasonable coverage of a variety of groups 
via the group questionnaire is possible. So, suggestions aimed at obtaining 
relevant information with the group questionnaire might be particularly 
useful. 

Since resources do not allow for personal administration of the 
household and individual questionnaires (in the numbers which I would like), 
it is essential that they are easily understood and completed without 
assistance. For these reasons I would like you to attempt to answer the 
questions, note difficulties encountered, and if possible, suggest 
improvements. 

Any ideas on how to maximize coverage and response rates of the 
household and individual questionnaires 'Mould also be appreciated. 

n/c' 

9' a4ta 	pw 

r a 	 -- 
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GROUP QUESTIONNAIRE 

Group Name 
Group Code______ 

Secretary s/Contacus 
Name 
Address 

Phone Number 

Distance to nearest town 	kilometres 

What is the area of the property? - acres! 
heotares 

Maximum number of shares allowed  

Type of ownership 

Percentage of land 

Iprivateig owned 	 I 	% Ii 
Icommunalig owned 	 I 	% 19 

Are house blocks privately or 
communally /cornmonig owned? 

privately 	 Ii 
[communally 

Share/membership cost 

atstartup 	 I $ 
now 	 1$ 	2 

Who was responsible for the establishment of the 
groupf 

individual member? 

roup of intending members? 	 12 
I commercial developer? 	 13 
other 	 -- 	147 

If otherspecify 

Year 

1 group was formed 	 I 
group purchased land 	 I 	$2 
first member/members 
took up residence 	 3  

II) Number of 

shares purchased  1 
existing members  2 
absent members 3 
visitors  4 
individuals who have 
left the group since joining 5 
shares purchased and 
subsequently sold 6 
occupied dwellings ii 

12) Of those living on the property now 
(excludinq visitors), what number are: 

women (19 and older) I______ 
men (19 and older) 

children (0-11 gears) 
youths (12-18 gears)  4J 

3) Which, if any, of the following apply to 
community cooperation in oroduction? 

communal work I 
rostered work 2 
formal rules 

levy in lieu of work 4 	I 
[regular meetings 57 
[other 

[ 	
j6 

If other, specify 

14) How is decision making normally carried out? 

informal group discussion _ft......... 
formal meeting - 2 
consensus required - 5 
majority required 4 
what size majority is needed? 5 
deferral if strong dissent 6 

[individual power of veto _f__ 
[other _[_ 

If other, specify 

15) Frequency of group meetings 
weekly 1 
fortnightlg 2 
monthly 

as the need arises I 



- -C 	 .-,---. 	 - 	 -. 	 - 

-a 

16) What Issues are discussed at meetings 

I?) Are there any conditions to be met to qualify for group membership  

Yes 

No 1 	12 

if yes 1  what conditions must be met to qualifg for membership (e.g., housing location) 

Rules/values governing everg dag behaviow 

In what activities, if ang, do members share/cooperate among themselves? 

In what activities, if any 1  does this group share/cooperate with other groups? 

Are there any co-operatives (e.g., production)? 

PPA 
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V HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE 

Group Code I 1 

Household Code 2 

Family Number 3 

1) If this household consists of more than one family unit, please indicate the number: 

Ii 

2) Please indicate who the members of this household are 1  their ages, sex, country of birth, and relationship to person no. I 
(e.g., son, daughter, de facto, wife, husband, friend, aunt, uncle, etc.). (MzciwuAfrnanb*rav b3cst'pajoh' h.to awin..% 
ewrn 1WVd 

Relationship to 
Familu No 	Ane 	Sex 	Countru of Birth 	PersonN& I 

Person No. 1 HI 
PersonNo.2  2 

PersonNo.3  3 

PersonNo.4  4 

PersonNo.5 

3) Visitors t'&,s' fAit 4AP not eiwnufi' ,vrS$' h.'n) 
Visitor 	Me Sex 	Normal olace of residence 	Countru of Birth 

Visitor No. I 1 

Visitor No.2 2 

 1 3 	I 

4) Please indicate the owner (either person number or household); make; type (e.g., sedan, utility); and year of each 
vehicle used regularly by members of this household: 

Owner 	Make 	Tuoe 	Year 	Current Value 

I 	I 	1 	I 	Is 
I 	I 	1I_I$ 1i1 
II 	1 	I 	I$ 
I 	I 	1 	I 	Is 

( 

Please indicate the type(s) of construction material used in this dwelling? 

What energy source/sources are used by this household for domestic purposes? Please place a tick in the appropriate 

box(es). 

Mains power il 
Wood IA...] 
Wind I I1 
Solar 

Hqdro 

Gas 

Petrol 

Diesel 

Oil  9 

lother 101 

If other, please specify 

- 	.- 	- 	 -. 



• 	 HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE 	 2 
The following questions relate to the level of self-sufficiency of this householdfgroup. You will get an taea of at Is 

meant here by self-sufficiency as you attempt to answer the questions. In some cases It may be necessary to consult 
between household or other group members in order to estimate values. Two estimates are required: 

the value of goods and services/labour purchased or supplied from mainstream markets and institutions; and 
the value of goods and services/labour supplied from within the household and group. 

What were the initial costs of labour and materials used to construct this dwelling (if known)? If any labour and 
materials were provided by the household/group please estimate what these would have cost If they had been bought or 
provided from outside markets. 

Purchased or Supplied Provided by 
from Mainstream 	Household/Grow, 

labour 1 $ $ 
materials $ $ 2 

What was the initial cost of labour and materials used to supply the household with energy? 
Purchased or Supplied Provided by 
from Mainstream 	Household/Group 

labour is Is 	Ii 
materials $ $ 	 (2 

What was the initial cost of labour and materials used to supply a source of water (e.g., pump, pipe, tanks) 
Purchased or Supplied Provided by 
from Mainstream 	Household/Group 

labour 	Is Is 
materials 	Is 1 $ 2 

What is your estimate of 
(the current market value of this dwellinq?I $ 	 Ii 

I) Household expenditures: 
I. How much does the household spend monthly on goods and services/labour purchased or supplied from 

mainstream markets and institutions 
2. What is the estimated value of goods and services/labour supplied monthly from within the household and group, 

i.e., what would it cost if these goods and services had to be bought on outside markets? 
In some cases it might be easier to calculate values on a weekly or yearly etc. basis then work out the monthly 

figure. 
Purchased or 
Supplied from 	Provided by 
Mainstream/month 	Household/Group/month 

Food $ Is 
Clothing $ is 2 
Housing maintenance/repairs $ Is 3 
Water supply (maintenance/repairs) $ 1 $ 4 
Energy supply (maintenance/repairs) $ $ 5 
Furniture 1  fittings and appliances $ Is 
Vehicle maintenance and repair $ 1 $ 7 
Tobacco and alcohol Is $ 8 
Health and personal care Is $ 9 
Recreation $ $ 

(Education (including child care) Is $ ii 



UDUCCUOLI QIWQTIONNAIQE 	 3 

12) How often do you share the goods and nrvloes listed below with other houceholds in the group? 

Place tioks In the appropriate column (never, rarelij, ocoasionallu. frequentlu) 

N*nr 	 PArO1II 	flnnnclnnAlltI 	Froniinntlu 

Transport  1 

Laundry 
facilities  2 

Household appliances 
(e.g.1 video, television) 

Cooking faoilities 

Growing or 
raising food  I 
Preserving food  6 

Processing food  I 
Producing goods  

Building and 
construction  9 

Maintenance  10 

Childmindinq  11 

Medloine  12 

Therapq 13 

Teaching 14 1 15 Other 
If other, please specify 



INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 	 11 
8) Doyouthlnlcyouwtllstayherefortherestof 
your life? 

Yes 	1 
No 1 	12 

Group code 
Household code 

Please indicategour 
lage 	I I 	I 
sex 	 2 I 
country of birth 	 I 3 I 

What is your marital status?_ 
married/de facto 
divorced 
single 	14 
How long have you been a 

member of this group? 
less than 12 months IL...... 
1-2 years 12 
3-5 gears  
6-10 gears  
more than 10 gears 

If over 10 years, secify 

If you have been a member of any other 
groups, please indicate the number of groups and 
the time sDent in each. 

Group 1 years 	months 1 
Group 2 gears 	months 2 
Group 3 1 	years 	months .3 

What was the town/city and state (and 
country if outside of Australia) of residence prior 
to toining  this or any other group? 

Town/City 	 I 1 
State 	I 	12 I 
Countrii I 	13 I 

Why did you join this group? 

Do you have any plans to leave this group? 

Ivesi 	11 
INol 	12 

If yes, please indicate the reason(s) below. 

9)If no, how long do you think you will stay? 
Ivears I 	Ii I 

10) What is the highest level of education you 
finished and received credit for?. 

no formal schooling 1 
primaru school 2 
secondary school - 3 
tech college - 4 

CAt 5 
university - 6 
other 7 

If other, specify 

11) Are you presently enrolled in any course of 
study? 

I Yesl 	I 1 
No 1 	12 

12) If ges please indicate 
school 1 
tech college 2 
CAt 3 
university - 
other 5 

If other, specify 

13) Of what denomination are you a member or 
adherent now? 

None 
Anglican - 2 
Congregational - 3 
Presbyterian - ± 
Roman Catholic 5 
Uniting 6 
Pentecostal 7 
Buddhism 8 
Islam 9 
Hinduism  tO 
Hari Krishna  1! 
Other  13 

If other, please specify 

14) Have you ever been aware of a presence or a 
power which is different from your everyday 
self? 

Yes 	1 
No 1 	12 

-fl,-- 

 - 



Are you currently receiving unemployment 
payments? 

Yes 	ii 
No I 	.21 

Are you currently registered as 
unemplo ed? 

Yes  
No 	121 

Are you currently looking for work? 
Yes 	ii 
No 1 	121 

If unemployed, what was your previous 
ernDloument (if anti) 

unskilled - .i- 1 
skilled 2 
clerical 3 
professional - 4 
other 

If other, specify 

leaders in group decision-making? 
Yes I 	I 1 
No 1 	12 1  

To what extent do you participate and 
influence group decisions which affect the way 
you live? 

Not at all 
Seldom 

Occasionally 
Frequently 

Alvaus 

How much influence do you have in 
decision-making which affects your life at the 
following levels (household, group, local council, 
state, and national levels)? Please tick the 
appropriate box. 
household decisions 

None A little Some A Lot 

I 	I 	I 	I 	Ill 
group decisions 

None A little Some A Lot 

I I I F7= 
local council decisions 

None A little Some A Lot 

I 	I 	I 	7 	131 

- VZC .4  
Following are some questions relating to 
cash/money income you received in the latest tax 
year from all sources. Do not include any income 

received by other household members or the 
value of any goods and services produced for 
your own consumption. 

15) How much income did you receive J4jyear 
from the following sources: 

Amount 
Source of paijment 	Received  

INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 	Zj4. 
If you are currently i 

- 	 work 

Full time 	I 

IF 	time 	2 

:' 2 
this 

Do you undertake unpaid (e .g., volunteer) 
work for others? 

Yes I 	I 1 

No 1 	12 
If yes, please specify what type 

sale of farm/primary produce $ I 

sale of manufactured good 
including arts/crafts $ 2 
unskilled labour $ 3 
skilled labour $ 14 
clerical work $ Ji 
professional work $ I 
unemploqment pagments  7 
retirement pension $ 8 

other government pension 
(e.g. 1  supporting mothers, 
AUSStudy ,Invalid, 
Repatriation NUT age or dole) $ 9 
Other(e.g., rent, interest) $ 110 

Do t.fou own the dwelling you live in? 

Yes 	1 

No 	2 

Do you think or feel that house sites should 
be r)rivately or communally/commonly owned? 

private 	 I 

communally I 	12d  

Is there one person who stands out as a 
leader in the group decisiorrmaking? 

IYesI 	Iii 
INo I 	121 

Are there some individuals who stand out as 

16) If currently unemployed, how many weeks 
have you been unemployed? 

I 	Ii 	I 

;- 	•: 	- - - 	- 



30) Do you think or feel that the group to which 
you belong is 

IToobig? Ii 
ITooaB? 2 

3 

- 

UVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

state decisions 
None Alittle Some ALot 

I 	I 	I 	I 	141 
national decisions 

None A little Some A Lot 

I 	I 	I 	1 	151 

29) Regarding group rules, do you feel that 
there are 

Toomany? 1 

too few? 2 
The right number? 3 

Please briefly explain why 

Thinking of an your relatives, not just those 
who live near you 1  do you have any dependable 
relatives that you see regularly, that you could 
call on in a crisis? (If youre in real trouble.) 

Yes 	I 
No 1 	12 

Now many relatives do you have like that? 
(That you can call on if youre in trouble?) 

within the group I 	I 
outside the 	group I 	I 2 

Thinking of all your friends, not just those 
who live near you, do you have any dependable 
friends that you see regularly, that you could 
call on in a crisis? (If youre in real trouble.) 

Yes 	1 

No 1 	12 

How many friends do you have like that? 
(That you can ca ll  on if 9oure in trouble?) 

Iwithin the group 	 I 

I outside the 	group 	 2 

Below are five statements with which you 
may agree or disagree. Using the I to 7 scale 
below, indicate your agreement with each item 
by placing the appropriate number in the box 
provided after each statement. Please be open 
and honest in your responding., 

1 = Strongly disagree 
2 = Disagree 
3 = Slightly disagree 
4 = Neither agree nor disagree 
5 = Slightly agree 
6 = Agree 
7= Strongly agree  

In most ways my life is close to my ideal 

I 	I 
The_conditions of my life are excellent. 

Iamsatisliedwith my life. 

So far I have got the important things I want 
in life.______ 

I 	I 
If I could live my life over again, I would 

changealmost nothing. 

36) In general, how happy or unhappy do you 
usually feel? 
Please place a tick in the one box next to the 
statement that best describes your_average 
happiness. 

Extremely happy (feeling ecstatic, joyous, 
fantasticf) 

Very h 	(feeling really good, elated!) 

Pretty hap y (spirits high, feeling good) 

Mildly happy (feeling fairly good and 
somewhat_cheerful) 

Sli htly ha py (just a bit above neutral) 

Neutral_(not particularly happy or unhappy) 

Sli htlg unhappy (just a bit below neutral) 

Mildly_unhappy (just a little low) 

Pretty unhappy (somewhat blue", spirits 
down) 

Very_unhappy (depressed, spirits very low) 

Extremely unhappy (utterly depressed, 
completely_down) 

37) Consider your emotions a moment further. 
On the average , what percent of the time do you 
feel happy? What percent of the time do you feel 
unhappy? What percent of the time do you feel 
neutral (neither happy nor unhappy?) Please 
give your best estimates, as well as you can. 
Make sure the three figures add up to equal 
100%. 

ON THE AVERAGE: 
The percent of time I feel happy .......... 
The percent of time I feel unhappy ...... 
The percent of time I feel neutral ....... 

TOTAL...............100% 



oft doyousbarethefollowinggoodsorseniceswtthlnthehousehold? Placeticksfritheapproprtatecoltnnn 
(iever,,tareiL occasionally, frequently) 

V 
Never Rarely Occasionally 	Frequently 

Transport  1 

Lmdry  
facilities  2 

Household appliances 
(e.g., video, television)  3 

Cooking facilities  4 
Growing or 
raising food  5 

Preserving food  6 
Processing food  7 

Producing goods  8 

Building and 
construction  9 

Maintenance  10 
Oildminding  11 

Medicine  12 

Therapij  13 
Teaching  14 
Other  15 

If other, please specify 

What kind of non-income earninç /leisure/social activities do you undertake? 

What changes, in your opinion, would improve life in general, and/or within the group? 

Additional coznments-suggestioi 

• 	
• 	 -•---- 	 •. 	- 



5 Bodhi Farm, 
The Channon, 

- 2480, 

Dear David, 

Thank you for your letter and undertaking. 

I enclose herewith completed survey forms. Another member of the 
Farm and myself coordinated the distribution. 13 of the 14 
households are included, with the occupier of the 14th being 
absent. We have not "checked" these forms so cannot vouch for 
their completion etc. 

There was a deal of discussion about the survey form, mostly to 
do with its perceived inadequacies. I repeatedly encouraged the 
member to convey this to you on the form, and I understand that a 
number have done so. The general response has been that even if 
he form is fully completed and it is assumed that such response 

would be reliable over time, that the data did not give an 
anywhere near complete and accurate picture of "their 
circumstances and lifestyle". 

Personally I found the form dissapointing, especially after the 
time and effort we had put into the earlier drafts. I note that 
some of the material in your earlier drafts, as been dropped 
altogether. I consider this a pity. 

The reliability of the data on well being is in my view 
questionable. Everyone commented on the fact that this depended 
on which day the form was completed. Some who completed the form 
over two or more days, changed there "score" on rereading! It 
seems to me self evident that if these questions were rerun with 
the same people after say six months that there would be no 
statistical significance in the replies. I fail to see what 
reliable conclusions one could draw from such data. The fact 

Is 	that some other researcher may have developedthe scale and 
method which you have adopted, only reflectcin my view, on the 
quality of the original research work! 

It seems to me a good practice in designing a survey form, to 
include by way of a preamble to each section of questions, why 
the questions are being asked and what is the range of data 
sought. This is helpful to the interviewee. I have in mind the 
survey run by Liz Summerlad (ANU). She did not include such 
information, and went on to draw conclusions from data which was 
unwittingly incomplete, and hence inaccurate! 

If you find that the responses to your form reflect a general 
inadequacy in the survey questions, I would strongly urge that 
you consider running a supplementary survey and/or seek the data 
by adopting a different method eg participant observation. In 
my view it isvery questionable practice to attempt to "squeeze" 
to many °conclusions" out of scanty and unreliable datal. 

• 	I trust that you will appreciate that these comments are offered 
0

0 	in the spirit of Oconstructive criticism". 

Best wishes and kind regards, 



Bodhi Farm, 
I 	 p 	- 

t David, 

nk you for your 1etanuertaking. 

Another member  of the 

S 

.1 

'a 



Department of Sociology 
;. 	t. 	 University of New England 

Armidale,NSW 2351 
• 	. 	 9/12/66 

• 	Dear Peter, 
I appreciate your continuing interest and agree to the conditions set 

L out in your letter of 30/11/65. 
You will no doubt be aware that I am unable to guarantee any useful 

results. However to rationally carry out the research one must assume that 
useful or relevant findings are at least remotely possible. 

Data from questionnaires collected to date have been coded where 
necessary, and are now being put into the computer. Over the next few 
months I hope to become familiar enough with methods and statistics to 

• 	discover any patterns or relationships which might, be of interest. You may 
• 	have some ideas on correlations which should be tested for, or statistics you 

are particularly interested in. 
To date there are 15 group, 140k household, and 250k individual 

'questionnaires providing data. Excluding the one large group in the group 
sample, where my physical stamina was not equal to the task of properly 
delivering and collecting the questionnaires, the individual response rate is 
about 60%. 

Given the low sensitivity of the satisfaction/happiness etc. measures,. 
a larger sample size e.g. 500 is probably in order.  Depending on the results of 
initial analysis I may try for a larger sample. 

It is dissapointing that I did not do a better job on the large groups. 
Another large group in your area is not included at the group level due to lack 
of interest and understandable misgivings about anonymity. A small sample 
from this group is included in the above household and individual figures. 
because of this and the non participation of several other small groups, most 
of whose members I did not approach personally, I cannot claim to have a 
representative sample of the area. This is impossible in any case unless you 
know of all the groups in the area and take a random sample. 

However for groups with high response rates, there is at least a 
fighting chance of finding statistically significant relationships within and 
between groups and households. 

Inclusion of items and instruments (e.g. on satisfaction/happiness) 
used in surveys done in Victoria by bruce Headey may also allow useful 
comparisons with a mainstream sample. 

I will certainly let you know if anything that might be of interest 
comes out of subsequent data analysis. 

Yours Sincerely, 

David McPheat 



Bodhi Farm, 
The Channon, 
2480 

30. 11. 88 

Dear Dave, 

Due to the preparation for our AGM and the AGM iteself I was not- 
able until recently, to put forward the proposal to run your 
survey. The Farm has agreed to run the survey on the following 
/cotditj ons : _L ..... ,- 	 -. 

.1. That all data be and remain confidential in your thesis, and 
any subsequest publications. That no use be made of the name 
°Bodhi Farm° in the thesis or any subsequent publications. 

2. That the use of the data be not transerrable to any other 
scholar etc without our written permission. 

(I am aware that the above requests conform with your stated 
position. Ft is the wish of the members to have this 
reaffirmed. 

)" 

-3. That if possible you supply us with a computer (or manual) 
printout of t'he datà for our Farm eg av., mm, max. where 
appropriate, and where you are comparing the data with say 
national aveiages that these figures be indicated so that we may 
gleen where !e .. Stafld in this regard. 

4. The supply of a copy of the Table of Contents of your thesis 
when available together with a copy of any Summary or 
Conclusions khich at your discretion, you consider may provide 
useful feedbWck to our members. 

• On receipt of your affirmation of the above, we will proceed with 
the survey, ä'hd in due course I shall forward these to you. 

I trust the burvey is proceeding to your satisfaction. 

Kind Regards, 

1 
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.1 

• Z 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

Group name 	 I 
Group number 

Department of Sociology 
University of New England 

Armidale, N.S.W. 2351 

(4 

I 

This survey of alternative groups is to be used as part of a Ph.D thesis in Sociology 
dealing with the topics; quality of life and the alternative movement The work is being 
undertaken at the University of New England, Arinidale. To my knowledge there has been 
no other research in Australia combining the two topics mentioned above. I am aware of only 
one somewhat similar project carried out overseas. 

I am convinced that research into alternative, or different, lifestyles is warranted -- the 
more so in view of current increasing concern over environmental and social consequences 
of conventional development and lifestyles. 

There are various kinds of groups which are or have been referred to as alternative.They 
include communes, co-operatives and communities. They may be religious, secular, 
political, rural, urban. In the questionnaires the word group is used to include all kinds of 
collectivities. The aim of this study is to compare and contrast significant similarities and 
differences in as many rural groups as resources permit. 

I have tried to keep the questionnaires as short as possible, without omitting question 
which seem significant. Input from other researchers and alternative lifestyle participants has 
been used. 

Given the diversity of interests, organization, and lifestyles evident in what has been 
called the alternative movement, it is difficult to do justice to them all in preset 
questionnaires. So if you consider something significant is missing, not to the point, 
irrelevant, or would like to add any comments on any of the questions please note down 
your thoughts in the space provided. 

I would also like to talk to as many people as possible, and go into more depth on some 
of the questions and any other issues you think should be covered. 
• Help given to date by people from a variety of groups has been very much 
appreciated.Your continuing cooperation is essential if this method ofenquiry is to be useful. 

All information will be treated in confidence. 

Yours sincerely, 

JC 
Dave McPheat 

'I! 
'Jr 



If you have additional comments on any of the questions, write them in the space below along 
with the question number you are referring to. You may also have some comments on issues not 
covered but which you think are important. 

t 

I 

oil  

t :4 



3) Year (write information in the boxes) 
Igroupwasformed 
I group purchased land 1 
I first member/members 
I took up residence 

1

I 

 

5.1) Of the above how many are: 
single adults without children At 

single adults with child/children )- 
in couples without child 0 
in couples with child/children I 
in other living arrangements 9 

1) Secretary'WContact's 

Name 

Address 

Post code 

Phone Number_________________ 

1 

Distance to nearest shopping town/village where you 
can buy necessities? 	 / 

1b 	kiometres 

miles 

Distance to town where group members do most of 
their shopping? 

- 	kilometres 

miles 
2) Who was responsible for the establishment of the 
group? Please tick in all boxes which apply. 

individual member  
group of intending members / 

commercial developer  
private entrepreneur  
planning consultant  
other  

If other, please specify council regulations 
group environmental policies 
group social policies 
other 

If other, please specify 

8) Do you have a plan for maximum number of members? 
Please circle the appropriate number. 

- 	 Yes .................... 10 
No......................2 

8.1) If yes, how many 9  ............................... 

8.2) What, if any, jules were/are involved in determining 
this limit? 

Number of 

4,  

Of those who normally live on the property (excluding 
visitors), what number are:  

shams held by members 
existing members 3-o 
resident shareholders 
resident members / I 
visitors 
individuals who have left the group 
since joining  

,_) - 

individuals who have left the group 
in the last 6 months 0 
individuals who have left the group 
in_the_last_12_months 
shares purchased and subsequently sold .\f 4 
shares resold in the last 12 months NA 
occupied dwellings (households) /s,' 
families I ,414 

women (18 and older) 70 
men (18 and older) - '7 
children (0-11 years) ,3 
youths (12-17 years) ,.- 

Type of property ownership (e.g. co-operative, 
compan 
	

1, etc.) 
ro0ka %C-CVc4-L-1 

What kind of ownership applies to house and house 
block? 

privately owned by individuals 
communally owned - 

one person owns all the land 
other 

If other, please spocifyo—a 46e 

Are members free to sell their house and land at the 
going market price to any buyer? 

Yes.....................1 
No.................... 

11.1) If no, what restrictions must be met? 
buyer to be approved by group , 

sale price to be approved by group ..- 
other 

If other, please specify 

12) What is the area of the property? 
0-0 ha 

acres 

5.2) If in other living arrangements, please describe themin 
the space provided for comments, and refer to question 52. 



If other, please specify 

Does the group have a specific property development 
plan? 

Yes.................... 
No......................2 

Is there a policy for the siting of houses? 	.- 
Yes ................... 7.-i) 
No..................... 

15.1) If yes, which, if any, of the following apply to the 
siting of houses? 

council regulations 
group hamlet plan - 
restricted areas due to landscape constraints v' 
bush firepolicy - 
distance from creeks (in regard to effluent 
disposal) - 
access to roads 
minimum distance between neighbours - 
other 

If other, please specify 

13) Percentage of land 
for exclusive private use I 
set aside for conservation $/ % 
communal use (other than conservation) ,' 
suitable for crops TO 
suitable for grazing ) 
conservation land suitable, if cleared, 
for crops or grazing 
other % 

atstartup 	I $ 
now I$ 	$4 

16) Share cost 

Annual membership levies 
	

$ ico 

In the last financial year, did the group have any 
annual income other than the membership levy? 

Yes..................... 
No...................... 

16.1) Other fees to be paid to join the group 
at start up 1 S_)4*v 
now Is 3<fli 

2 
18.1) If yes, how much income (administered at the 

	 a. 
group level) did the group earn last year from the 
commercial production of any of the following: 

orchards $______ 
vegetables $ 
dairy  $ 
beef $ 
monoculture cropping $ 
animalbreeding $ 
cut flowers $ 
tree production $ 
arts and crafts $ 
rent from accommodation $ 
rent from equipment hire $ 
agistment $ 
other sources $ 

if other, please specify 

18.2) How many members take part in the above production IRA 
19) Which, if any, of the following group facilities are 
xovided? 	 __ 

communal building  
machinery shed  
workshop (mechanical, woodwork etc.) v' 
tractor  
tools (lawn mower, chain saw, etc.) V 
some water supply (dams, pumps, etc.) 
all water supply I 

someenergy supply  
all energy supply I, 
laundiy facilities  
group shopping (bulk buying) 
kitchen V 

vegetable garden I.'.  

orchard / 
dairy _ 
livestock  
sport facilities  
carpool  
shop - 
school bus  
school  
pre-school  
telephone  
visitor accommodation v 
financial assistance to 
disadvantaged members  
other  

"I 

If other, please specify 

r. 

'I 



If other, please specify 

informal group discussion 
formal meeting 
consensus required 
majority required 
deferral if strong dissent 
individual power of veto 
other 

If other, please specify 

A little difficulty 	....................2 
Some difficulty 	..................... 
A lot of difficulty ................... 4 
Extreme difficulty ................... 5 

24.1) To what extent have members of the group 
experienced difficulties concerning MD. development and 
state govt. regulations during the last year? Please circle 

number only. 
No 	difficulty 	........................ & 
A little difficulty 	.................... 2 
Some 	difficulty 	...................... 3 
A lot of difficulty .................. 4 
Extreme difficulty ................... 5 

21) How are decisions normally reached? Please tick all 
appropriate boxes. 

23) Frequency of group meaings 
weekly ______ 
fortnightly ______ 
mon th ly _____ 
as the need arises _____ 

3 

20) Annual tout, expenditure 
c(unCil rats $ C4' C. 
communal roads $ 1 u-i, 
weed control $ 
maintenance of group 
facilities and equipment $ 7f1i9-.O 
other $ 

23.2) On avenge, how many members usually attend the 
group meetings 7  ...................................../ .D_t 

24) To what extent have members of the group experienced 
difficulties concerning M.O. development and local council 
re2ulations during the last year? Please circle g= nuMber 
only. 

No difficulty ..........................I 

24.2) In what areas were these difficulties experienced 
(e.g., roads, building, etc.)? 

21.1) If majority is required, what % is needed 

22) Number each of the following in order of their 
significance in group discussion. 

1=ve.rv gip-nificant 2=siynificant 3=not sianificant 
administrative issues 
financial matters 
communal facilities 
communal work 7' 
roads / 
road levy 

7.7 
building approvals 
local council regulations 
state regulations 
development plans 
tractor maintenance 
machinery maintenance APA 
weeds 
water supply 
energy supply 
environmental issues 
reafforestation  
pets 
recreation 
conflict resolution/arbitration 
interpersonal dynamics within group 
ethical issues (e.g., rules) 
other 

If other, please specify 

23.1) If grotp meetings are held "as the need arises", 
indicate their approximate frequency per year / 

,0 

financial requirements  
Irialperiod I, 

group approval for sale of share 
approval at general meeting / 
apparent ability to fit in ./ 
adherent of a particular sect  
vegetarianism  
no conditions to be met  
other  

If other, please specify 

no speeding  
ecological/environmental concern 
limits on herbicide use  
limits on pesticide use ii 
limits on chemical fertilizer use .., 
nopets  
all cats and dogs desexed  
no discharging of firearms .7 
no loud noise at night V 
non-abusive behaviour 
non-violent behaviout .1 
co-operation with others ti 

noharddnjgs 7 
other  

If other, please specify 

25) What, if any, of the following conditions must be met 
to qualify for grout, membership?  

26) Which, if any, of the following rules/values apply to 
every day behaviour?  

a- 



38) Which, if any, of the following activities do members 
of this group share in or cooperate with other roups? 

none 
education  
road works  
weed control  
intercommunity work days 
environmental action  
political issues or action v 
other 

Id 
27) How difficult is it to maintain rules? 

No 	difficulty 	.......................... 1 
A little difficulty .................... 
Some difficulty 	...................... 3 
A lot of difficulty ................... 
Extreme difficulty ................... 5 

Has them been any legal action between members of 
the group during the last 6 months? 

Yes ..................... 
No ..................... 

28.1) if yes, indicate the number of cases 7  ....... 
Has there been any legal action between members of 

the group during the last 12 months? 
Yes ..................... 1 
No .................... 

29.1) if yes, indicate the number of cases 9  ....... 
) Has them been any legal action between members of 

the group since formation? 
Yes ..................... 1 
No .....................£9 

30.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 9  ...... 
Has there been any legal action between members of 

the group and the local council during the last 6 months? 
Yes ..................... 
No ................. ... LV 

31.1) If yes, indicate the numberof cases 9  ...... 
Has there been any legal action between members of 

the group and the local council during the last 12 months? 
Yes ..................... I 
No ......................C 

32.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 7  ...... 
) Has them been any legal action between members of 

the group and the local council since formation? 
Yes ..................... 6) 
No ...................... 2 

33.1) If yes, indicate the numberof cases? ..... 2- 
34) Has them been any legal action between members of 
the group and the state government during the last 6 
months? 

Yes ..................... 1 
No ................. 

34.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases? 

Has there been any legal action between members of 
the group and the state government during the last 12 
months? 

Yes ..................... 1 
No ..................... 12) 

35.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 9  ...... 
Has there been any legal action between members of 

the group and the state government since formation? 
Yes .....................3 
No .................. ...& 

36.1) If yes, indicate the number of cases 9  ...... 
How often do members particinate as a group in the 

following? 
1=often 2=sometimes 3=not at all 

eating tt*ether 
video nights, music, parties  
dances  
sports  
childminding  
education  
health care andpromotion  
Wee planting  
meditation  
religious/spiritual meetings  
work days  
compulsory work days or money in lieu 
road works  
weed control  
building  
vehicle/equipment maintenance  
social acüon 
political_issues_oraction  
environmental action 
other  

If other, please specify 

If other, please specify 

r 



If you have additional comthents on any of the questions, write them in the space below along 
with the question number you are referring to. You may also have some comments on issues not 
covered but which you think are important. 

4 



If you have additional comments on any of the questions, write them in the space below along 
with the question number you are referring to. You may also have some comments on issues not 	0. 
covered but which you think are important. 

4%  
I, 
1. 
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15't Which of the appliances listed below are owned 
by members of this household? 

Please tick all appropriate boxes. 

hot water system  
refrigerator  
microwave oven  
toaster  
washing machine  
clothes iron  
dish washer  
vacuum cleaner  
radio  
black and white TV  
colour TV  
stereo set  
audio recorder  
video cassette recorder 
food mixer  
blender  
Fan  
air conditioning  
CB radio  
personal computer  
other  

if other, please specify 

- 

If you have built, or are in the process of building 
your house - 
14) What percentage of the value of the labour 
involved in building the dwelling and all 
improvements to date, has been provided by 
household or other group members (i.e. not outside 
hired help)? 

0q0 	....................... 1 
1-20% 	....................... 2 

21-40% 	....................... 3 
41-60% 	....................... 4 
61-80% 	................. 

81-100% 	..................... 6 

14.1) What percentage of the value of themptejials 
used has been obtained locally, or made by household 
or other group members (i.e. not bought on 
commercial markets)? 

0% ....................... 1 
1-20% ....................... 2 

21-40% .......................3 
41-60% ....................... 4 
61-80% ....................... 5 

81-100% ..................... 6 

14.2) What percentage, if any, of the value of the 
following goods and services you use, is provided by 
yourself or other members of the group (i.e. not 
bought on commercial markets? 

food and drink 
clothing (making and mending) 
maintenance of housing 
and_household equipment 
maintenance of energy and water supply 
vehicle maintenance 
health and personal care  
recTeaton  
education (including child care)  

I 

16) Visitors (from outside this group who do not normally live here).wtzo have stayed here 
in the last 12 months. 

Nearest town/city 	- 
Aae Sex 	Lenath of Stay 	to usual residence 

Visitor No. 1  
VisitorNo.2 - 
Visitor No. 3 
Visitor No. 4 - 
Visitor No. 5 

- 

Visitor No. 6  
Visitor No. 7  
Visitor No.  
Visitor No.  
Visitor No. 10  

I 

t 
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women (18 and older) 
men (18 and older) - 

children (0-11 years) - 

youths (12-17) - 

2) How many people in this household (excluding 
visitors and denendent children) axe: 

single males without children 
single females without children - 

male lone parent/s - 

female lone parent/s - 

in a couple without children - 

in a couple with child/children - 

in other relationships - 

2.1) if in other relationships please indicate the kind 
of relationships which apply in the space provided on 
the back page, and refer to question 2.1. 

What kind of dwelling is this? Please cirtle the 
appropriate number. 

House .................. 	 1 
Caravan ............... 	 2 
Tent..................... 	 3 
Shed .................... 	 4 
Bus..................... 	 5 
Other ................... 	 6 

if other, please specify 

3.1) What size is this dwelling? 
Small ..........................1 
Medium ......................2 
Large ...........................3 

3.2) How many rooms are there9  .................. - 

Is there a telephone in this dwelling 
Yes ...... 
No....... 

What energy source/sources are used by members 
of this household for domestic purposes? Please 
place a tick in the appropriate box(es). 

Please indicate the type(s) of construction material 
used in this 

If other, please specify 

Is this dwelling part of a hamlet within the group 
(i.e. part of a cluster of dwellings intentionally 
located together)? 

Yes...................I 
No....................2 

7.1) If Yes do the members of this hamlet have 
closer or more frequent soôial contact with each other 
than with other members of the group? 

Yes...................1 
No....................2 

8) To what extent have household members 
experienced difficulties concerning local council 
building regulations relating to M.O. development? 

None........................... 1 
A 	little 	........................ 2 
Some.......................... 3 
Alot........................... 4 
Extreme 	....................... 5 

9) To what extent have household members 
experienced difficulties concerning state government 
building regulations relating to M.O. development? 

None........................... 1 
Alittle 	........................ 2 
Some 	.......................... 3 
Alot........................... 4 
Extreme 	....................... 5 

10) What is youi present stage of building? 
Intend to build in the future ......................1 
In the process of building a house .............2 
Have built your own house ......................3 
Making additions to house .......................4 
Do not intend to build ............................. 5 

1) Of those who normally live in this household 
(excluding visitors), how many are: 

Ikerosene 	 I 	I 

other 

If other, please specify 

If you are building or have built your house, in 
what year did building commence? 

If you have built your house, in what year was 
building ompleted? 

What is your estimate of the current market 
value of this dwelling and furniture, and all the 
improvements over which household members have 
control, or in which they have an interest? Please 
include the share cost and/or other group membership 
fees which would have to be paid by a buyer. 

I current market value 	I $ 	 I 
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07  
HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE 

Group No. 	21 
Household No.  

Department of Sociology 
University of New England 

Armidale, N.S.W. 2351 

4 

a 

This survey of alternative groups is to be used as part of a Ph.D thesis in Sociology 
dealing with the topics; quality of life and the alternative movement The work is being 
undertaken at the University of New England, Armidale. To my knowledge there has been 
no other research in Australia combining the two topics mentioned above. I am aware of only 
one somewhat similar project carried out overseas. 

I am convinced that research into alternative, or different,, lifestyles is warranted -- the 
more so in view of current increasing concern over environmental and social consequences 
of conventional development and lifestyles. 

There are various kinds of groups which are or have been referred to as alternative.They 
include communes, co-oiieratives and communities. They may be religious, secular, 
political, rural, urban. In the questionnaires the word 2roun is used to include all kinds of 
collectivities. The aim of this study is to compare and contrast significant similarities and 
differences in as many rural groups as resources permit. 

I have tried to keep the questionnaires as short as possible, without omitting questions 
which seem significant. Input from other researchers and alternative lifestyle participants has 
been used. 

Given the diversity of interests, organization, and lifestyles evident in what has been 
called the alternative movement, it is difficult to do justice to them all in preset 
questionnaires. So if you consider something significant is missing,'not to the point, 
irrelevant, or would like to add any comments on any of the questions please note down 
your thoughts in the space provided. 

I would also like to tallc to as many people as possible, and go into more depth on some 
of the questions and any other issues you think should be covered. 

Help given to date by people from a variety of groups has been very much 
appreciated.Your continuing cooperation is essential if this method of enquiry is to be useful. 

All information will be treated in confidence. 

Yours sincerely,, 

ez/ 
Dave McPheat 

ji 
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(INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 	

Group No. 
Household No. 
Person No. 

e 

Department of Sociology 
University of New England 

Armidale, N.S.W. 2351 

This survey of alternative groups is to be used as part of a Ph.D thesis in Sociology 
dealing with the topics; quality of life and the alternative movement The work is being 
undertaken at the University of New England, Armidale. To my knowledge there has been 
no other research in Australia combining the two topics mentioned above. I am aware of only 
one somewhat similar project carried out overseas. 

I am convinced that research into alternative, or different, lifestyles is warranted -- the 
more so in view of current increasing concern over environmental and social consequences 
of conventional development and lifestyles. 

There are various kinds of groups which are or have been referred to as alternative.They 
include communes, co-operatives and communities. They may be religious, secular, 
political, rural, urban. In the questionnaires the word grouo is used to include all kinds of 
collectivities. The aim of this study is to compare and contrast significant similarities and 
differences in as many rural groups as resources permit. 

I have tried to keep the questionnaires as short as possible, without omitting questions 
which seem significant. Jnput from other researchers and alternative lifestyle participants has 
been used. 

Given the diversity of interests, organization, and lifestyles evident in what has been 
called the alternative movement, it is difficult to do justice to them all in preset 
questionnaires. So if you consider something significant is missing, not to the point, 
irrelevant, or would like to add any comments on any of the questions please note down 
your thoughts in the space provided. 

I would also like to talk to as many people as possible, and go into more depth on some 
of the questions and any other issues you think should be covered. 

Help given to date by people from a variety of groups has been very much 
appreciated.Your continuing cooperation is essential if this method of enquiry is to be useful. 

All information will be treated in confidence. 

Yours sincerely, 

n 
Dave McPheat 

I 
-t 



12) Please indicate how often you attend religious or 
spiritual meetings held for members of this Qtoup2 

More than once a week .................. 1 
About once a week ....................... 2 
Most weeks, but not every week .....3 
Several times a year ...................... 4 
Rarely or never ............................ 5 

How significant are religioi 
your life? 

Of great significance ........ 
Of some significance ........ 
Of little significance ........ 
Of no significance ........... 

Are you unemployed now? 
Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

14.1) if unemployed now, what was your previous 
employment? 

Unskilled labour 	.......................... 1 
Semi-skilled labour ...................... 2 
Skilled 	labour 	............................. 3 
Clerical 	work 	.............................. 4 
Professional work ........................ 5 
Other......................................... 6 

If other, please specify 

Were you employed prior to joining this group? 
Yes .....................1 
No......................2 

if you are currently employed, do you work 
Full time ............... 
Parttixne ...............2 

In the last 12 months, what was your main source 
of income? Please circle one number. 

self employed 	........................... 01 
unskilled labour ........................ 02 
semi-skilled labour .................... 03 
skilled 	labour 	........................... 04 
clerical 	work 	............................ 05 
professional work ..................... 06 - 

unemployment payments ........... 07 
retirement pension .................... 08 

':ATJS study allowance ................ 09 
supporting parents allowance 10 
invalid 	pension 	......................... 11 
repatriation pension ................... 12 
rent........................................ 13 
interest 	.................................... 14 
other...................................... 15 

17.1) In a few words please indicate the nature of the 
work you do. 

18.1) if yes, please indicate which, if any, of the 
followin aonlv? 

meals on wheels  
hospital auxiliary  
volunteer fire brigade  
visiting handicapped/elderly 
pm-schools 
community schools  
pre-natal, ante-natal service - 
health services 
organized child minding  
building/painting  
gardening/faim work  
youth dances  
youth camps  
reafforestation projects  
other  

If other, please specify 

182) What other paid or unpaid nart time work do 
yet' 

If self employed or other, please specify 

Do you hold any position in relation to the 
administration of the group's interests (e.g. secretary, 
treasurer, director)? 

Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

19.1) If yes, what is that position? 

Do you think or feel that house sites and 
dwellings should be privately or communally owned? 

Privately .............. 
Communally ........2 

Do you own or pay rent for the dwelling you live 
in? 

ta/spiritual matters in 

1 
2 
3 
4 

I, 

S 

Own.................... 
Rent.................... 
Other ................... 

18) Do you undertake voluntary work for individuals, 
	 If other, please specify 

clubs or organizations? 
Yes.....................I 
No......................2 



QJ 
3 

22) Is there one person who consistently stands out as 
	

28) Do you have any denendable relatives (not your 
a leader in the group's decision-making? 

	
spouse or partner), not just those who live near you, 

Yes.....................1 
	

on whom you could call in a crisis? 
No......................2 
	

Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

22.1) Are you this person? 
Yes ........... 
No............ 

22.2) How satisfied do you feel about this person's 
influence on the affairs of the group? 

Very 	satisfied 	............................. I 
Somewhat satisfied ..................... 2 
Mixed, neither satisfied 
nor dissatisfied 	........................... 3 
Somewhat dissatisfied .................. 4 
Very dissatisfied 	......................... 5 

23) Is there a small number of people who 
consistently stand out as leaders in group decision-
making? 

Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

23.1) Are you one of these leaders in group decision-
making? 

Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

23.2) How satisfied are you about these leaders 
influence on the affairs of the group? 

Very 	satisfied 	.............................1 
Somewhat satisfied ..................... 2 
Mixed, neither satisfied 
nor dissatisfied 	........................... 3 
Somewhat dissatisfied ------------------ 4 
Very dissatisfied .......................... 5 

24) In general who do you think have most influence 
on group decision making? 

Men................... 1 
Women 	.............. 2 
About even ......... 3 

25) To what extent do you participate in and influence 
group decisions which affect your life? 

Notatail ............ 1 
Seldom 	............... 2 
Occasionally ........ 3 
Frequently ........... 4 
Always 	............... S 

Regarding group rules, do you believe that there 
are 

Toomany' ..............1 
Toofew? ..............2 
The right number9 ....3 

Do you think or feel that this group is 
Too big 7  .............1 
Too small' .........2 
Just right9  ...........3 

28.1) If yes, how many of these relatives  live 
(indicate number not percentage or fraction) 

within the group 
outside the group 

Do you have any friends (not relatives) from 
whom you can easily ask small favours (e.g., 
bonowing tools, cooking utensils, etc.)? 

Yes.....................I 
No......................2 

29.1) If yes, how many of these friends live 
(indicate number not percentage or frac tion) 

within the group 
outside the group 

Do you have any denendable friends (not relatives) 
not just those who live near you, on whom you could 
call in a crisis? 

Yes...................1 
No......................2 

30.1) If yes, how many of these friends live 
(indicate number not percentage or frac tion) 

within the group 
outside the group 

With regard to contact with other members of the 
noun, generally speaking, do you have 

As much as you want ...................I 
More than you want9  ....................2 
Less than you want9  ......................3 

With regard to contact with your neighbours. 
generally speaking, do you have - 

As much as you want9  ...................1 
More than you want9  .....................2 
Lessthanyouwant' ......................3 

33) How frequently do you have disagreements with 
family members with whom you live? 

Never 	................ 1 
Very rarely ......... 2 
Seldom 	.............. 3 
Occasionally 4 
Frequently .......... 5 

34) Row frequently do you have disagreements with 
other members of the group? 

Never 	................ 1 
Veryrarely ......... 2 
Seldom 	.............. 3 
Occasionally 4 
Frequently .......... 5 
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Following are some questions about how satisfied or dissatisfied you are about aspects of your life. Use the scale below to 
choose the number that comes closest to how you feel. The more satisfied or delighted you feel about the question, the higher 
the number you will write in as an answer. The more dissatisfied or terrible you feel about the question, the tower the number 
you will write in as an answer. 

If a particular question does not anDly. to you, for example, if you are never involved in the activity mentioned, place the letter 
"X" in the box provided. If you have simply never thought about the question, place the letter "Y" in the box provideth 

mixed feelings 
very 	 mostly 	neither satisfied mostly 	 very 

terrible 	unhannv 	unhannv 	dissatisfied nor dissatisfied satisfied 	pleased 	pleased 	delighted 

X = It doesn't apply to me. 
Y = I never thought about it. 

35 I-low do you feel about 

your life as a whole? 

your house/dwellingl 

your family's income? 

how secure your family's income is? 
your savings and ability to meet 
financial problems which might arise? - 

your standard of living - the things 
you have, like a car, appliances. etc.? - 

Australia as a place to live in? 

New South Wales as a place to live in? - 

this area as a place to live in? 

this group as a place to live? 
the way the federal government 
is operating? 
the way the state government 
is operating? 
the way the local council 
is operating? 
the ideas and beliefs of the Women's 
Liberation Movement? 
the chance you have to use your skills and 
abilities at work?  
the amount of say you have in how your 
job should be dohe?  

your chances of promotion at work? 

how fairly you are treated at work? 

how secure your job is? 
how well you get on with your 
co-workers? 

the amount of pressure you are under? - 

the amount you are paid? 

how well you get on with your boss? - 

the extent to which you get clear 
instructions and know what is expected 
from you? 
and how do you feel about your job in 
general? 

36) Still using the above scale how do you feel about 

watching_television?  

your hobbies and pastimes? 
the amount of fun and enjoyment you - 

have? 
your spare time activities; the things you 
do in your non-working time? 

number of friends you have? 

how well you get on with your friends? - 
the nqmber of people you are really 
close to? 
how close you really are to the people 
who know you best?  
the help you can expect from other people 
in times of trouble? 	- 

your friends and friendships? 
the things you and your family 
do together? F1 
your family life? 

how well you sleep at night? 

the amount of energy you have? 
your physical fitness and the exercise 
you get? 

your health? 

your sex life? 
the extent to which you live up to your 
own moral standards and behave the 
way you believe you ought to behave? - 

how nice and kind you are? 

the amount you do to help other people? - 
your ability to sympathise with other 
people's feelings? 
the extent to which other people seem 
to like you?  
the religious/spiritual organisation 
you belong to?  

your religious/spiritual fulfilment? _____ 
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37) Still using the above scale, how do you feel about 

the amount of education you received? - 

the type of education you received? 
the extent to which you can develop your 
own kitowledge, skills and abilities? 
your ability to foresee and anticipate 
problems that might come up in your life. - 
how well you handle problems that come 
up in your life? 

the amount you worry about things? - 

how fairly you get treated by other 
people? 
your ability to assert yourself when 

how exciting your life is? 

your leisure time? 
the sense of purpose and meaning 
in your life? 
the extent to which you are achieving 
success and getting ahead? 

what you are accomplishing in life? 

your life as a whole? 

In general, how happy or unhappy do you 
usually feel? Please circle the number next to the 
statement that best describes your average happiness. 
Extremely happy (feeling ecstatic, joyous, 
fantastic!) ..............................................01 

Very happy (feeling really good, elated!) .......02 

Pretty happy (spirits high, feeling good) .......03 

Mildly happy (feeling fairly good and 
somewhat cheerful) ...................................04 

Slightly happy (just a bit above neutral) .......05 

Neutral (not particularly happy or unhappy).. 06 

Slightly unhappy Oust a bit below neutral) ... 07 

Mildly unhappy Oust a little low) ................08 

Pretty unhappy (somewhat "btue", spirits 
down) 	.....................................................09 

Very unhappy (depressed, spirits very low) .....10 

Extremely unhappy (utterly depressed, 
completely down) ......................................11 

Consider your emotions a moment further. On 
the aveg • what percent of the time do you feel 
happy? What percent of the time do you feel unhaipy? 
What percent of the time do you feel neutral (neither 
happy nor unhappy?) Please give your best estimates, 
as well as you can. 	 - 
Make sure the three figures add up to equal 100%. 

ON THE AVERAGE: 
The percent of time I feel happy ...... 

e percent of time I feel unhappy  
The percent of time I feel neutral  

TOTAL 100% 

Generally speaking, in federal politics do you 
usually think of yourseif as: 

Liberal.................................. 1 
Labor.................................... 2 
National (Country) Party 	......... 3 
Australian Democrat ................ 4 
Nuclear Disarmament Party ....... 5 
Other.................................... 6 

If other, please specify 

In political matters, people talk of the "left" and 
the "right". Where would you say you are? 

Strongly to the left .............1 
Somewhat to the left ..........2 
In the centre.......................3 
Somewhat to the right ........4 
Strongly to the right ........... 5 

What is your age? 

What is your gender? 
Male 
Female 

What is your niesent mz rita! status? Please circle 
one number. 

Single (never married) 
	

1 
Married ..................... 	2 
Defacto/living together 
	

3 
Divorced ................... 	4 
Separated .................. 	5 
Widowed ................... 	6 
Planning to marry ..... 	7 

44.1) If none of the above adequately describes your 
living armngements with others, please indicate the 
kind of relationships which do apply in the space 
provided'for comments, and refer to question 44.1. 

44.2) If divorced or separated, in which year did this 
occur9  .......................................19 

Do you have any children? 
Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

45.1) If yes, what is the age and sex of each? Please 
list from oldest to vounesL 

No.2 

45.2) Are any of your children not living with you? 
Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

' e) 



45.3) If yes, please indicate what each is doing (please list from oldest to youngest): 

6 

learning a living with 
schooling employment trade/skill other parent Other (Please indicate what they are doing.) 

ChildNo. 1............ 1 2 3 4 5 

ChildNo:2 ............ 1 2 3 4 5 

Child No. 3 ............ 1 2 3 4 5 

Child No. 4 ............ 1 2 3 4 5 

Child No. 5 ............ 1 2 3 4 5 

How often do you share the goods and services listed below with people from other households in the group? 
Please circle a number in the appropriate column (never, rarely, occasionally, frequently) 

Never Rarely Occasionally Frequently 

Transport.........................................- ................ 1 2 3 4 

Laundry 	facilities 	.............................. 1 2 3 4 

Cooking 	facilities 	.............................- ................ 1 2 3 4 

Growing 	or raising 	food 	........................................ 1 2 3 4 

Preserving 	food 	................................- ................ 1 2 3 4 

Processing 	food................................................... 1 2 3 4 

Producing goods and services ................................ 1 2 3 4 

Building and construction 	..................................... 1 2 3 4 

Maintenance 	...................................................... 1 2 3 4 

Telephone......................................................... 1 2 3 4 

Childminding 	.................................................... i 2 3 4 

Medicine and healing 	........................................... 1 2 3 4 

Therapy............................................................ 1 2 3 4 

Teaching........................................- ................. 1 2 

Other.............................................................. 1 2 3 4 

If other, please specify 

Below are five statements with whih you may agree or disagree. Using the 1 to 7 scale below, indicate your 
agreement with each item by placing the appropriate number in the box prcvided after each statement. 

Neither 
Strongly 	- 	Slightly agree nor Slightly 	 Strongly 

1 

In most ways my life is close to my ideal 

The conditions of my life are excellent 

I am satisfied with my life 

So far I have got the important things I want in life 

ff1 could live my life over again, I would change almost nothing - 

What is the value of any loans (mortgage, hire purchase, etc.,) that you and/or your spouse/partner have taken out 
to finance any of the following: 	 _____________________ 

House $ 
Vehicles $ 
Appliances S 
Other $ 

a 
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Below is a ladder with 10 steps on it. At the top of the ladder, on the tap step, is the best possible life, the most wonderful 
life you could imagine for anybody. At the bottom of the ladder is the worst possible life, the most miserable life you could 
imagine for anybody. 

Now, looking at the ladder, which step 
corresponds to (place appropriate numbers from 0 to 10 
in the boxes orovided) 

the best previous period of your life? - 

the worst previous period of your life? - 
the whole of your past life up 
to about 5 years ago? 
your own life at present, the life you 
lead these days? 
your own life just before you joined 
this group? 
the life of the average or typical 
Australian? 
the amount of stress, strain and pressure 
in your life? 
the life you expect in about 5 
years time? 
the best life you feel you could 
realistically hope for in the future? - 

the life you feel you deserve -- the kind 
of life that would be fair for someone 
like you? - 

the life your parents led? 

the life your children lead? 

Regarding your financial situation and standard 
of living -- the things you have like a car, appliances 
and so on, where on the ladder would you put 

your best previous standard of living. - 

not including the present time? - 

the worst previous standard of living 
you had, not including the present time? - 
your present standard of living - the 
standard of living you have these days? - 
the standard of living of the average 
or typical Australian? 
the standard of living you expect 
in about 5 years time? 
the best standard of living you could 
realistically hope for in the future? 
the standard of living you deserve - 
the standard that would be fair for 
someone like you? 

Regarding your family life, where on the 
ladder would you put 

the best previotth period of family life - 

you have biown, NOT including 
the present time? 
the worst previous period of family life 
you have known, NOT including 
the present time? 
your family life at present, the way 
things are going in four own family? - 

the family life of the avenge or 
typical Australian? 
the family life you expect in 
about 5 years time? 
the best family life you could 
realistically hope for in the future? - 

the family life you feel you deserve -- 
that would be fair for someone like you? - 

In the recent past, have you had any unusual good 
experiences which might be influencing your present 
satisfaction with life, happiness or sense of well-
being? 

Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

52.1) If yes, to what extent do you think any such 
good experiences are increasing your present 
satisfaction with life, happiness, or sense of well-
being? 	 - 

Very much ............... 
Some ......................2 
Alittle ....................3 

52.2) Any details? 

In the recent past, have you hadany unusual bad 
experiences which might be influencing your present 
satisfaction with life, happiness or sense of well-
being?. 

Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

53.1) If yes; to what extent do you think such bad 
experiences are reducing your present satisfaction with 
life,happiness or sense of well-being? 

Very much ............... 
Some ......................2 
Alittle ....................3 

53.2) Any details? 



57) Which, if any, of the following activities do you 
panicinate in?  

ting together  
video nights, music, parties  
dances 
sports  
childminding  
education  
health care and promotion  
tree planting  
meditation  

oup work days  
mad works  
weed control  
building  
vehicle/equipment maintenance  
social action  
political issues or ac tion  
environmental action  
other  

54) What is your family's total taxable income 
category - your own and your spouse/partner's income 
before tax? Use either the weekly or yearly amount, 
whichever is easiest to calculate. Please cixcle only one 
number. 

Per Week Per Year 
$1- 	$39 	............. $1- $2,000 ..............01 

$39. 	$76 ....... $2,001. $4,000 ..............02 
$77. $115 ....... $4,001 - $6,000 ..............03 

$116- $172 ....... $6,001 - $9,000 ..............04 
$173- $230 ....... $9,001 -$12,000 ..............05 
$231 - . $287 ..... $12,001 -$15,000.  .............. 06 
$288- $345 ..... $15,001 -$18,000 ..............07 
$346- $421 ..... $18,001 -$22,000 ..............08 
$422- $498 ..... $22,001 -$26,000 ..............09 
$499- $613 ..... $26,001 -$32,000 ....... ......10 
$614- $766 ..... $32,001 -$40,000 ..............11 
$767- $958 ..... $40,001 -$50,000 ..............12 
Over 	$958 ......... Over 	$50,000 ..............13 

Please indicate the type and value of any vthicles 
owned by youand members of your family (e.g., 
motor bike, sedan, utility) 

Estimated 
Type 	 Current Value 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

Which if any of the following pets do you have. 
Please indicate the number of each in the appropriate 
box.  

dog/s 
cat/s 
other 

If other, please specify 

58) Would you say you are a strict vegetarian? 
Yes ..................... 1 
No...................... 2 

59) If no, to what extent do vegetarian principles 
influence the kind of food you eat? 

No 	influence 	.................. 
A little influence ............ 2 
Some influence .............. 3 
A lot of influence ........... 4 

To what extent do you believe commercial 
chemical fertilizers should be used in food 
production? 

None.............................1 
Aliule ..........................2 
To maximise output ........3 

To what extent do you believe commercial 
chemical insecticides and fungicides should be used in 
food production? 

None...................................I 
Less than the legal limits ........2 
Up to the legal limits .............3 

11 it is economicallyviable, do you think cattle 
raising is worthwhile? 

Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

Any comments? 

Do you try to practice perinaculture principles? 
Yes.....................1 
No......................2 

Thanks for answering the questions. 

If other, please specify 



If you have additional comments on any of the questions, write them in the space below along 
with the question number you are refening to. You may also have some comments on issues not 
covered but which you think are important. 

C; 

C- 
4 
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